
                                      Rabbi’s Column 
 
                             . 
                              I realized yesterday that a major part of the display on 
                              my car’s dashboard is something called the tachometer.  
                              It displays the revolutions per minute (RPM). 
 
                              I know how important this can be.  
 
I know it “can assist me in selecting appropriate throttle and gear settings 
for the driving conditions. If I stay in one gear too long as I accelerate, 
prolonged use at high speeds may cause inadequate lubrication, 
overheating, and thus excessive wear or permanent damage or failure of 
engines.” (Thank you Google)  
 
Clearly, the tachometer would be providing me with important 
knowledge...if I were driving a car with a manual transmission. 
 
But I drive an automatic. The car shifts gears automatically. So I don’t need 
a tachometer. 
 
And yet I have this needle jumping around a dial, right in front of my eyes, 
giving me information that does me no good. And I think of what a waste 
this is. Couldn’t this space on my dashboard be put to better use? Why am 
I being given this extraneous information? What were the manufacturers 
thinking? 
 
I had a sports car once that required shifting gears. But I found I didn’t use 
the tachometer much then, either. I went more by the sound of the engine. 
Still, the dial made sense. 
 
But I’m now driving a mini-van. A car chosen by those who don’t want to 
bother with gear shifts, pedals and tachometers–women and older folks.  
Well, there’s a reason I’m going on about the tachometer--there’s a Jewish 
message here. 
 
Sometimes our lives are lived on automatic. We move through our days 
and weeks robotically. Mindlessly. Gears are changing, but we relinquish 
control. What we say, (“fine, thanks...and how are you?”), how we eat 
(chew, swallow, chew, swallow), where we walk (eyes down), are all done 
without much thought. 
 
Sometimes we need to shift our gears manually. We need to break a cycle 
of thoughtless activity--with mindful acts.  
 
So this afternoon, I’m going to get in my mini-van and figure out how I can 
shift the gears myself. And I’m going to look at the tachometer for guidance 
to make sure I’m doing it correctly. 
 
In this small way, I’ll take my life back.  
 
(continued on page 2) 
 
 
 
 

 
Shabbat services at New 
Community Jewish High School 
 

Saturday, May 2, 10:30 am 
  Birthday Shabbat 
  Farewell Kiddush for Rosenbluths 
Saturday, May 16, 10:30 am 
  Anniversary Shabbat 
-------------------------------------------- 
Mother’s/Father’s Day Social 
Action Committee Celebration 
Friday, May 8 1:00 pm 
 
Join the Committee at the West 
Valley Healthcare Center, 7057 
Shoup Ave. in West Hills to 
celebrate Shabbat and Mother’s/ 
Father’s Day with the residents. Call 
Fran Kobulnick at (818) 345-2405. 
-------------------------------------------- 
Around the Rabbi’s Tisch 
Thursdays, May 7, 14, & 21 
7:30 pm at the Vorspans’ 
 
Our 5775 season of Rabbi’s popular 
weekly discussion around his dining 
room table continues. Join us for an 
opportunity to learn Jewish wisdom 
and discuss current topics of Jewish 
interest. Call Rabbi at (818) 888-
9817 for more details. 
-------------------------------------------- 
Torah and Shabbat Study  
Saturday, May 23, 10:30 am 
Northridge Mobile Home Park 
 
Stan Schroeder leads a monthly 
study and discussion session on a 
Saturday we don’t have a service. 
See flyer for more details. 
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President’s Report 
 
Shalom, 
 
We are now in the midst of the Shir Ami 
 “Walking Season.” Last month, the Shir 
Ami Team was there for Jewish World Watch Walk 
to End Genocide and next month, we have our 
Walk Around Lake Balboa to fight Crohn’s 
disease.  
 
The month of May starts out with tinge of sadness 
as we say farewell to long-long-long-long-time 
members Stan and Clara Rosenbluth with a special 
Shabbat Luncheon on May 2. Stan and Clara have 
been a central part of Shir Ami and its predecessors 
for almost 55 years and we can’t thank them enough 
for what they have meant to Shir Ami.  
 
By now, you should have received the flyer 
announcing our new fundraising drive to buy a yad 
(pointer) for our Torah readings. For years, our 
Torah reader, Bonnie Vorspan, has been using her 
own yad and it’s about time we had one of our own, 
and with your help and generosity, we will! 
 
It may seem hard to believe, but we only have four 
more Shabbat services before we take our summer 
break. If you have been putting off coming to 
Shabbat services, now is the time to connect with 
Shir Ami by being a part of our services. Unlike most 
congregations that only carry the Torah through the 
congregation, at Shir Ami we carry the Torah to 
each member of the congregation. And if it takes a 
little longer for you to get to the aisle, don’t worry, 
our Torah carriers will wait for you. 
 
And when you come to Shabbat services, you have 
another chance to keep that SOVA barrel full for 
those who need your help. 
 
Speaking of needing help, the Shir Ami Board needs 
your help. With Clara Rosenbluth leaving, and Mike 
Easley taking over as treasurer, the board has a 
desperate gap to fill as we need a recording 
secretary for our meetings. We are calling for 
volunteers to assume this prestigious position and 
all the benefits that come with it! If you would like to 
volunteer for the position, please contact me or any 
board member. 
 
If you have any questions or want to provide your 
input, please email me at JDPistol@aol.com.. 
 
Jordan Pistol, President 
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Rabbi’s Column (continued) 
 
Update: So...I just got back from shifting my gears 
and watching the tachometer. My evaluation? I felt 
ridiculous doing it! With eyes on my dashboard, I 
realized they were no longer on the road and I was 
putting my life in jeopardy! And the gear shifting felt 
forced and jerky. And totally unnecessary. 
 
So let me revise our lesson: There are times it’s O.K. 
to go on auto-pilot, but let’s be more aware of how 
often we do it! 
 
Rabbi David Vorspan 
 
Give Congregation Shir Ami a “Helping Hand” 
 
We have a new opportunity for you  
to give a ‘helping hand” to our  
synagogue by donating to a fund- 
raising program that will enable us  
to purchase a yad (Torah pointer) of our own for our 
Shabbat and High Holy Days services as well as add  
additional funds to perpetuate Shir Ami’s existence. 
 
The yad that is currently used during religious 
services is one that belongs to the Vorpans that 
Bonnie brings with her whenever our Torahs are 
read. This project will allow us to purchase a yad for 
the synagogue that will permanently hang on one of 
the Torahs in the Ark. This will be another way that 
we can beautify our sanctuary with a meaningful and 
useful ritual item. 
 
We try to have a fundraising program once a year to 
help ensure that our synagogue can continue to 
provide the programs that we all find so meaningful 
and rewarding. By donating to the purchase of our 
own yad, you will be helping to add funds to assist 
our congregation with its on-going religious, cultural, 
social action and community programs.   
 
Please see the flyer enclosed in this issue for further 
details to make your donation to this very worthy 
cause and return your contribution by June 30. 
 
Please contact Sherry Dollins at (818) 886-7580 or 
Ellen Fremed at (818) 886-8853 with questions. 
 
We look forward to receiving your generous 
response and thank you in advance for once again 
helping Congregation Shir Ami to flourish. 
 
Ellen Fremed and Sherry Dollins. 
Ways & Means co-chairs. 



Congregational News 
 
Get well wishes rafuah schleimah to: 
 
Betty Cohen congestive heart failure 
 
May she be blessed with a complete recovery in 
body and spirit. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
Yahrzeits 
 
Judy Eisikowitz for Elsie and Herman Solomon Eisikowitz 
Frances Friedman for Ethel Pollack and Hilda Glassman 
Louis and Paula Loomis for Doris Loomis 
Nancy Gail and Lawrence Scharf for David Haas and  
   Rose Scharf 
Shirley Shapiro 
Irving Strassner for sister, Mary 
Fiona Taylor for Norman Miles 
Clara and Stan Rosenbluth for grandson, Brandon Gribin 
Rose Chaplan for Rachel March 
Lynn Cherney for Meryl Moore 
Paula and Louis Loomis for Jay Goldfarb 
Esther Perez for Sam Perez 
 
Birthdays 
 
Betty Cohen (89th!) 
Sylvia Hockmeyer 
Gabriel Lichtman (86th) 
Harvey Cohen (93rd!) 
 

Other 
 
Larry and Gloria Weinstein Fund 
Judy Eisikowitz in honor of Clara and Stan Rosenbluth 
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DONATIONS 
Congregation Shir Ami wishes to 
acknowledge the following donations: 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
Birthdays 
 
Laurie Orens.................................. 
Myrna Gold.................................... 
Harvey Cohen................................ 
Debra Geffen................................. 
Linda Tapper.................................. 
Jerry Kovar.................................... 
Ellen Fremed................................. 
Gladys Sturman............................. 
 

Anniversaries 
 
Pat and Jerry Michaelson.............. 
 

5/5      
5/7  
5/12                     
5/12 
5/19  
5/21 
5/23 
5/30   
 
 
 
5/15      27th  
 
 

$ 

Congregation Shir Ami Tribute Cards  
 
Thanks to Phyllis Schroeder for  
sending your cards celebrating  
simchas and conveying your get- 
well and condolence messages.  
 
She is creative with individualized,  
artistic cards that include a message  
and color graphics. Call her at (818) 718-7466. 
Minimum donation of $5 per card is appreciated. 
 

Walk Around Lake Balboa Sunday, June 7 
by Sheilah Hart 
 
We encourage everyone to support 
Crohn's and Colitis Disease  
research at our upcoming Walk. 
 
If you are unable to participate in the 
Walk, we hope you will contribute to our effort to 
eradicate this auto-immune disease by sending in a 
donation. 
 
Crohn's and Colitis are diseases of the entire bowel 
tract and the money we raises goes to fund research 
to combat these debilitating diseases. So many 
children are now being identified with these illnesses. 
The only thing we can do to help them is to RAISE 
FUNDS to discover new medicines and to find the 
CURE! . 
 
All are welcome, please bring friends and children. 
Please help us fight these diseases by contributing to 
this cause.. 
 
 Thank you (todah) Shabbat Kiddush Helpers 

 
Coffee:  
  Phyllis Schroeder 
  Jerry Gort 
Setup and clean up:  
  Helga Unkeless 
  Claire Silverman 
  Esther Perez 
  Judy Eisikowitz 
  Jacquie Gordon 

Stan Schroeder 
Ritual Vice President 



the candles, the challah, and the wine. We will have a 
fantastic sing-along led by Claire Silverman. And we 
will serve refreshments and have one-on-one visits 
with the residents, including those confined to their 
beds. In over 15 years of visits we have never failed to 
make all the residents feel important and appreciated, 
so we will find a “plan b” that will work! We welcome 
everyone to join us in this mitzvah project much 
appreciated by the residents. 
 
And there is more going on!  
Our annual Walk Around  
Lake Balboa Is Sunday,  
June 7 to benefit research for finding a cure for 
Crohn's disease. We have a guest speaker arranged 
by Sheilah Hart, have ordered perfect weather for our 
Walk and brunch and all that is missing is for you to 
send in your filled in flyer with this issue and your 
check as specified. There is a minimum donation of 
$10 per person but no maximum! For those who 
cannot walk around beautiful Lake Balboa, we always 
have tables set up for card writing for Operation 
Gratitude and Project MOT in support of our military. 
And as you know, we always have a beautiful brunch 
supplied by those attending. There is always bottled 
water for the walk and the brunch supplied by Ellie 
and Jerry Zatz. Bring your children and grandchildren, 
but we must ask you to preregister for everyone who 
is coming so that we have an accurate count of people 
and can be prepared. See article on page 3. 
 
Our Committee will miss Clara and Stan Rosenbluth! 
They have never missed a community mitzvah project 
and they have shown much support for our projects. 
 
Happy mothers day to all our mothers, grandmothers, 
and great grandmothers! 
 
Shalom,  
Fran Kobulnick, Social Action Vice President 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Operation Gratitude and Project MOT 
by Charlene Kazel 
 
In May we celebrate Mother’s Day,  
Memorial Day, and Shavuot where we count the days 
until the giving of the Torah. We are also counting our 
book donations to Operation Gratitude. 
 
Last year we donated 801 books and this year, so far, 
we have 221. We have eight months left on this 
tzedakah project - let’s make this a record setting year. 
 
Happy Mother’s Day, Happy everyday! 
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Social Action Committee 
 
It certainly has been a busy few months for Congre-
gation Shir Ami and the Social Action Committee! 
 
Together we have supported SOVA's  
Passover matzah and food drive.  
Special thanks to Fiona Taylor and  
Sima Schuster for collecting all your  
matzah and food items and then schlepping 
everything to SOVA for us. Thank you also to those 
who sent checks to SOVA. And we could not have  
collected over 150 five pound packages of matzah 
without your help. Many thanks on behalf of all the 
Jewish families you helped support for Passover this 
year. Remember, we collect non-perishable and 
non-breakable food for SOVA all year long. You may 
place your items in the SOVA barrel at all services. 
 
While this was going on Rae Wazana and Fiona 
Taylor were busy organizing team Shir Ami for the 
annual Jewish World Watch Walk in the Conejo 
Valley April 12. Mazel tov for leading our team in the 
Walk and for raising over $1100 for JWW. Rabbi 
and Bonnie Vorspan led our team through the 
streets of Thousand Oaks. Thanks to the people 
who walked and those who donated and supported 
our team as well. See article on page 7. 
 
Mother's Day is just around the corner,  
and we have not yet received any $10  
Target gift cards for the mothers and their children 
in the domestic violence shelters we help support for 
Mother’s Day. Your gift cards make these moms and 
their children feel like someone remembers them 
and that they are not alone during this very difficult 
time in their lives. Please mail your cards to Fran 
Kobulnick at 5139 White Oak Ave. #13, Encino, CA 
91316 or give them to Committee members at 
services and events until Saturday, May 2. We will 
be giving them to the women and children on Friday, 
May 8 in time for Mother's Day. Please be as 
generous as possible in this important mitzvah. Call 
me at (818) 345-2405 if you have questions.. 
 
We are getting ready for our annual Shabbat for 
Mother’s/Father’s Day at West Valley Healthcare 
Center on Friday, May 8. Laura Simon is 
negotiating with Home Depot to donate 150 plants 
for the residents at this special celebration. As you 
know, plants are expensive and we try to budget our 
money carefully so that we can do as many projects 
as possible. Even if we are unable to get the plants 
we still will bring in Shabbat with the blessings over  



Passover - an Enduring Holiday 
by Owen Delman 
 
So, it’s May, why am I writing about an 
event which ended last month? Yes, it  
is one of my favorite celebrations and,  
yes, I have written about it before  
(many times), but it is so rich in humanity  
I keep finding more of it to explore. 
 
Over the past number of years, my family’s Passover 
seder had moved markedly away from what I grew up 
with at my grandmother’s table (not too formal but 
with a lot of love) or at my wonderful Uncle Bernie’s 
home which was “Greet, keep it short and sweet and 
let’s eat!” 
 
My grown children are now scattered -- one on the 
California Central Coast and the other in Oregon -- 
and have work and distance difficulties getting the 
time to travel the distance to be at our home for the 
holiday. However, in recent years we have been able 
to have them at the family service via Face Time, a 
computer program which allows them to be at the 
table (on a computer screen) and participate in the 
service. In addition, for the past twenty years, three 
dear friends (a couple and their closest friend) have 
joined us for the first night. 
 
Unfortunately, our friends moved  
to the east coast shortly before  
this year’s seder reducing our  
table to immediate family. With  
that we decided to drive up the  
coast to our son’s city and have  
our family seder there rather than 
have both he and his fiancee  
incur the drive and miss a day of      [Face Time  
work. So we moved the entire          screen at seder]  
seder up to their location -- lock, stock and barrel, or 
actually brisket, wine and haggadot -- and had our 
Passover. Our FaceTime daughter and spouse again 
joined us from their computer screen.  
 
Because it is a home based, family oriented event, 
Passover is quite flexible and can be held wherever 
you’ve pitched your tent -- where your heart is. It was 
a lovely time spent with my children and their loved 
ones. 
 
Another reason the holiday is accessible is that it is 
relevant to everyone’s lives. The elements of the 
story are so basic and true to all peoples and history, 
the humanity of the holiday shines through cultural, 
language and age differences. I recently came 
across an article in the New York Times which dealt 
with the Passover celebration as practiced in China. 
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Since the 12th century, there has been a Jewish 
community in the Chinese city of Kaifeng, an ancient city 
on the Silk Route, which is probably why Jews first 
settled in the area. Recently, with the concurrence of the 
Chinese government, the community has reinstated a 
number of Jewish traditions, including the Passover 
celebration. 
 
Though the holiday is once again being celebrated in this 
timeless city, it is done in a decidedly Chinese manner -- 
soup with bamboo shoots and tofu, steamed fish and 
platters of crisp greens in mustard sauce. The wine and 
matzoh come from Israel.  
 
The Chinese seders, like seders throughout the world, 
understand the basic struggles of the ancient Jews and 
Egyptians were still being played out through events in 
present times for each people. If American Jews see 
Passover as reflective of the Civil Rights struggles of the 
1950’s and 60’s or the repression of Jews in Russia in 
the 1980’s, today’s Chinese Jews see the Passover story 
of Freedom over Enslavement very relevant as a parallel 
to the Japanese repression in China from 1937 - 1945 
and the even more recent repressions in their Cultural 
Revolution. 
 
I know our future seders will continue to be held, no 
matter the circumstances or where we are. I also know 
our three East Coast friends will be joining us, if not in 
person then via computer like my daughter’s family. We 
will celebrate with a little touch of my Bubbe’s love laden 
table, a touch of Bernie’s humor and our own style of 
sometimes spirited discussions of political repressions 
and gained freedoms around the world. With that, my 
favorite holiday and its story of freedom gained and the 
hope of peace for all people will continue to be 
celebrated by us even though our participants may be 
scattered around the country.  

Kaifeng Jews 
burning chametz 
before Passover 

Kaifeng Jews 
reading the Ten 
Plagues at seder 



 
sclerosis. She died from complications of pneumonia on 
January 9, 2011.  
  
Deborah Lipstadt, the Holocaust scholar and a close 
friend of Friedman’s for more than 30 years expressed 
her legacy,  “She gave non-traditional Jews the tools 
with which to open up a part of their spiritual selves that 
most of them didn’t know existed. Her concerts were 
turned into services. People might have gone for 
entertainment, but came out having had a profound 
experience. She taught so many people that Judaism 
has a deep, abiding soul that can speak to you.” 
 
I have been inspired by her music and by the courage 
she has shown throughout her life. I identify with her 
philosophy of self responsibility as expressed in her  
songs. The song L'chi Lach is an interpretation of the 
biblical passage Lech Lecha, Abraham's call to go out. 
The key phrase is “and you shall be a blessing” is the 
commandment to each of us to live a life based on 
Jewish Torah values. 
 
Her upbeat melody of Miriam’s Song is a must at our 
Passover seder. It is a joyous song celebrating our 
crossing at the miraculous parting of the Sea. 
    And Miriam was a weaver of unique variety 
    The tapestry she wove was one which sang our  
        history. 
    With every strand and every thread she crafted her  
        delight! 
    A woman touched with spirit, she dances toward the  
        light. 
Debbie reminds us of the unique place women have in 
our Jewish history and culture as she was active in 
empowering Jewish women. 
 
And, finally, perhaps Debbie’s best known and widely 
sung song is her Mi Shebeirach, a prayer for healing. 
This song was written for a friend who was struggling to 
adjust to getting older. 
    May the source of strength, 
    Who blessed the ones before us, 
    Help us find the courage to make our lives a  
       blessing, 
    and let us say, Amen. ... 
 
    Bless those in need of healing with r'fuah sh'leimah, 
    The renewal of body, the renewal of spirit, 
    And let us say, Amen  
 
Again she is beseeching God to enable us to make our 
lives a blessing, as well as a source of healing. Debbie 
showed us by example how to do this. I’ll remember her 
example when I sing her songs. 
 
 
 

Biography of the Month: Debbie Friedman 
by Stan Schroeder 
 
Note:This bio was originally published August, 2011.  
I often think of Debbie and her legacy at our services. I 
am republishing it due to lack of time for a new bio. 
 
Debbie Friedman, who reshaped 
Jewish liturgical music into a more 
prayerful and participatory exper- 
ience for the Reform and Conser- 
vative movements, was born 
February 23, 1951 in Utica, New 
York to parents Freda and Gabriel. They belonged 
variously to Conservative and Reform synagogues. 
When Debbie was five, the family moved to 
Minnesota, and she grew up in St. Paul, graduating 
from Highland Park High School in 1969. Instead of 
attending college, she moved to Israel after graduating 
from high school and lived on a kibbutz for six months.  
 
As a teenager, Debbie taught herself the guitar to 
Peter, Paul, and Mary records. She was interested in 
folk and Jewish music. Her work was inspired by Joan 
Baez, Judy Collins, Joni Mitchell and other folk 
music artists.  Her earliest songs were written at Olin-
Sang-Ruby Union Institute camp in Oconomowoc, 
Wisconsin where she worked as a song leader in the 
early 70s. 
 
Her career encompassed songwriting, recording, 
performing, teaching, and promoting her Jewish 
feminist values. Her compositions ranged from 
children’s songs such as Aleph Bet to her last release, 
As You Go on Your Way: Shacharit the Morning 
Prayers in 2008. Debbie Friedman performed in 
camps, synagogues, conferences, and concert halls.  
                                The epitome of her performance  
                                career was on January 7, 1996  
                                when sold-out historic Carnegie  
                                Hall was filled with the warmth and 
                                excitement of Debbie Friedman's  
                                25th Anniversary concert, a  
                                celebration of song. 
 
In 2007, Debbie accepted an appointment to the 
faculty of Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion's School of Sacred Music in New York where 
she instructed both rabbinic and cantorial students. 
She moved back to California in the summer of 2010 
to be near her family and was teaching at the Hebrew 
Union College Los Angeles campus. 
 
She had suffered since the 1990s from a neurological 
condition, with effects apparently similar to multiple  
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Jewish World Watch Conejo Valley  
Walk to End Genocide  
by Rae Wazana 
 
Congregation Shir Ami Walk Team did it  
again! About 19 of us from Shir Ami “walked the 
Walk” in Thousand Oaks on Sunday, April 12th to 
demonstrate with our voices and our feet that we are 
part of JWW’s mission to bring awareness and 
activism to help end Genocides in the world. Rabbi 
and Bonnie Vorspan led our Shir Ami Walk Team as 
we joined with almost 350 walkers from other 
congregations, churches, and organizations in the 
Conejo Valley.  
 
There was an amazing sea of red t-shirts on the 
streets of Thousand Oaks near Temple Etz Chaim on 
a beautiful, sunny day. There were many tents and 
activities at the Etz Chaim site including a drum circle, 
Solar Cooker demos with food samples cooked in 
these Solar cookers, and jewelry and other 
merchandise handmade by women survivors in the 
Congo and Darfur. There were also tents depicting 
some of the 20th and 21st century mass genocides 
including our Shoah, Cambodia, Rwanda, and Darfur. 
There was also a moment of silence to observe the 
100th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide in April 
1915. Symbolic candles were lit, and a shofar was 
blown to signal the start of the 1 ¼ mile Walk. 
 
Our dedicated 2015 Walk Team raised more than 
$1100 in donations to Jewish World Watch. We did 
this with the generous support from Congregation Shir 
Ami members and clergy as well as from family and 
friends. Our Walk Team members included Rabbi and 
Bonnie, co-Captains Fiona Taylor and Rae 
Wazana, Jordan Pistol (his niece, Rosie, volunteered 
at the Walk site), Stan Goodman (and daughter, 
Lisa, and her friend, Barry), Mike Easley, Ellie and 
Jerry Zatz, Pat and Jerry Michaelson, Charlene 
Kazel (and daughter, Debbie Sipos and her friend, 
Jean), Claire and Lew Silverman, Stan Schroeder, 
and Laura Simon. Joan Easley and Judy Eisikowitz 
were virtual walkers. We also had Debbie’s dog, 
“Blue” walking with us. See pictures in right hand 
column. 
 
With everyone’s help and support, our Congregation 
demonstrated that WE DID NOT STAND IDLY BY! 

Team Congregation Shir Ami 

Rabbi and Bonnie  
(leading) co-Captain 

Fiona Taylor 

co-Captain 
Rae Wazana 

Jerry Michaelson 
and Jerry Zatz Charlene Kazel 
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We were escorted by 
a young Palestinian 
woman who is an 
engineer in charge of 
construction of one of 
the many projects in 
the city. She showed 
us the two sections 
that were ready for occupancy at the time. We 
drove around the the soccer stadium and theater 
complex under construction. 
 
We then went to the visitor center, as modern and 
up-to-date as any upscale development you would 
see anywhere. Amir, the architect in charge of 
construction, described the developer’s vision of an 
affordable self-contained city for 40,000 residents. 
At the time two sections were ready to occupy, but 
Israel-Palestinian political issues prevented the 
allocation of water to the city. Amir appealed to the 
group to help resolve the problem. Not that anyone 
there had any influence, but the problem has since 
been resolved. 
 
After dinner in Tel Aviv we heard one of the most 
heartwarming stories of the trip. Our speakers were 
a former IDF colonel combat officer, now a peace 
activist, Amos Davidovitch, and Issam Issa, a 
Palestinian who grew up in Gaza and mentors 
young Palestinians toward peace with Israel. Issam 
speaks limited English, so Amos translated his 
Hebrew presentation to us. 
 
Issam grew up in a refugee camp in Gaza at a time 
when many Gazans worked in Israel. As a teenager 
he washed dishes at a restaurant in Ashkelon. He 
learned Hebrew so he could become a waiter and 
interact with Israeli customers. He became friends 
with an Israeli actress who helped him adapt to life 
there. Checkpoints were established in 1987 upon 
the eruption of the first intifada. Issam was arrested 
when he was out after curfew phoning her because 
he was concerned for her safety. 
 
After his release he organized a group of teens to 
promote peaceful co-existence. He was put on a 
Hamas hit list and eventually escaped to the West 
Bank where he now lives in Ramle. He works with 
Amos and others as a peace activist there. Amos 
told about the difficulties when Issam’s wife 
prepared food for a shiva after Amos’ sister died of 
cancer and tried to take the food into Israel. 
 
I will continue sharing my experience in upcoming 
issues. 
 

Stan’s Trip to Israel with VBS - Rabbi Feinstein 
by Stan Schroeder 
 
Last month I wrote an article about my trip to Israel in 
February with a group from Valley Beth Shalom. We 
arrived in Tel Aviv Monday afternoon, the 16th, and 
that article described my activities Monday and 
Tuesday. This article will start with Wednesday. 
 
We started the day (after the usual lavish Israeli 
breakfast buffet) at Palmachim, an Air Force base 
near Rishon Lezion, about five miles south of Tel 
Aviv. It is home to tactical drone squadrons and the 
training center for drone pilots. We met with a colonel 
who is commander of a drone  
squadron and trains IDF pilots  
on the laws and ethics of  
combat. He told us the dilemma  
faced by pilots who have to  
make split second decisions on whether to bomb 
terrorist targets in civilian neighborhoods with non-
combatants in the area. At times information is 
incomplete and images received may not be clear. 
And the pilot must take into account the immediate 
risk to IDF on the ground and longer term risk of not 
completing the mission. 
 
Next we went to Alfei Menashe, an Israeli settlement/ 
community in the “seam zone” on the western edge of 
the central West Bank, and very near the Palestinian 
Arab town of Qalqiyah. There we met with General 
(Res.) Uzi Dayan, former head of the National 
Security Council and nephew of legendary General 
Moshe Dayan, who lives in Alfei Menashe. There 
have been about 600 terror attacks inside Israel since 
2001 with over 1300 killed, including 62 attacks with 
53 killed last year. Uzi believes that territorial compro-
mise is the only long term solution to the Palestinian 
conflict, but current conditions make that impossible. 
He also indicated that President Abbas, whom he 
knows, is not a partner for peace and does not have 
the support of the Palestinian people.  
 
After lunch we went to the brand new Palestinian city 
of Rawabi in the West Bank, 5.6 miles northwest of 
Ramallah and 12 miles north of Jerusalem. The city is 
located in the hills and the buildings lodged into the 
hillside, itself - an architectural achievement. The 
project began in 2008 with most of the investment 
from Qatari Diar Real Estate Investment Co. and 
Bashar Masri, a Palestinian-American entrepeneur 
and his company Massar International. The 
Palestinian Authority was supposed to pay for the 
necessary infrastructure, but has not done so. 
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TREE OF LIFE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This beautiful Tree of Life, with leaves 
priced at $100 and rocks at $250 (one 
remaining), makes a perfect way to 
celebrate family occasions and support 
Congregation Shir Ami. 
 
The Tree is on a rosewood background 
and consists of gold-colored leaves and 
rocks. It is displayed at all Congregation 
Shir Ami services and events. 
 
For more information or to place an order, 
call Sherry Dollins at (818) 886-7590. 
 

Congregation Shir Ami Memorial Board 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to honor the memory of your 
loved ones by dedicating plaques on our new 
Memorial Board, please call Clara Rosenbluth 
at (818) 348-1498 so she may mail you an 
order form. The cost of each plaque is $36. 
 
Each plaque may contain up to three lines of 
engraving: English name, Hebrew name, and 
the years of birth and death. Both of our 
Memorial Boards are displayed at all our 
services. 



Shop at Ralphs - Earn Money for Shir Ami 
by Maralyn Soifer 
 
Here is an easy way to earn 
money for our Temple. We  
are now officially a Ralphs’ community agency. All 
you have to do is follow these simple instructions to 
help earn money for Congregation Shir Ami. 
 
1.   If you don’t have a Ralph’s rewards card already, 

go to the store or go to website www.ralphs.com 
and select Order a Ralphs reward card. 

2.   Once you have your card, go to the website: 
www.ralphs.com and select Create an account 

3.   If you have an account, your email address is your 
account ID. If you forgot your password, select  
Forgot your password?  and you will receive an 
email with instructions to reset it. Follow the 
instructions to enter your email address and 
create a new password. 

4.   If you already have a Ralph’s reward card and an 
account, you will see Account Summary when you 
login. You can change to our Temple by clicking 
on Edit within Community Rewards.  

 

Congregation Shir Ami 
P.O. Box 6353 
Woodland Hills, CA 91365 
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      You can do a search for Congregation Shir Ami 
by putting in the number 92785.  Our congrega-
tion will pop up and click on the button next to 
the name. Click on the button that saves the 
changes.   

5.   You should also check the bottom of your 
receipt when you shop. It should say “At your 
request, Ralph’s is donating to 
CONGREGATION SHIR AMI”. 

6.   If all else fails, call me in the evening at (818) 
704-0306. I’ll be happy to walk you through it. 

7.   Start Shopping! 
 
Make sure that the clerk swipes your card each 
time you shop. Verify that your receipt shows a 
contribution to Congregation Shir Ami at the 
bottom.  
 
Important Note: All participants must confirm 
their selection annually starting in September. 
On or after September 1, sign into your account 
and reconfirm Community Rewards selection. 
 



Thursdays May 7, 14, and 21, 7:30 - 8:30 pm 
“Around the Rabbi’s Tisch” at the Vorspans’ 

 

                           This popular Shir Ami educational series concludes its  
                              second half of the 5775 season. Come join us for our  
                              weekly discussion of Rabbi Vorspan’s selected topics of  
                              Jewish interest. We discuss Jewish texts and current 
events as they relate to Jewish values and our lives as Jews. This is a 
unique opportunity to learn and share in an informal way around the 
Vorspans’ dining room table.  
 
 

The Vorspans’ home is located at 22320 Philiprimm St. in Woodland Hills. 
Call Rabbi Vorspan at (818) 888-9817 for more information. 
 

Saturday May 23, 10:30 am: Torah/Shabbat Study  
at Northridge Mobile Home Park 
 

Stan Schroeder leads a Shabbat study session one Saturday 
morning a month at 10:30 at the Northridge Mobile Home Park  
Rec Room, 19120 Nordhoff St. We discuss the weekly Torah portion, the 
Shabbat prayers that are included in our Contemporary service, and various 
subjects relevant to Conservative Judaism.  
 
                   Our next session will be May 23. This is the day before Shavuot, 
                   the holiday we celebrate receiving the Torah at Sinai at the 
                   conclusion of counting 49 days from Passover (counting the 
                   omer). We will discuss this joyous holiday. The parashat for this 
                   week is Bemidbar, the beginning of the book of Numbers (1:1 - 
4:20). We will discuss what happened starting the second week of the 
second month following the Exodus from Egypt when this story takes place.  
 
We are commanded “la asok b’divrei torah” (to engage in the study of Torah). 
Join us and fulfill the mitzvah. 
                   
Call Stan at (818) 718-7466 for more information. 
 



Congregation Shir Ami’s

Sunday, June 7th at 9:00 am at Lake Balboa
Registration required beginning at 8:30 am

The Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America

Social Action Committee invites you to join them

Minimum Donation $10 per person – NO MAXIMUM! Please bring vegetarian salad, side dish or 
dessert to share following the walk.  Remember to wear your Mitzvah Patrol shirt. 

Please bring non-perishable and non-breakable food for SOVA.  Pets are welcome

Sit down activities are available for those who can’t walk.  Sign up by returning the tear off with your 
check for $10 (or more!) per person to Congregation Shir Ami, PO Box 6353 , Woodland Hills,CA
91365.  Make check payable to Congregation Shir Ami. For more info: Ellie Zatz (818) 883-9924, Fran 
Kobulnick (818) 345-2405 or Sheilah Hart (818) 884-2342.

What is Crohn’s disease and colitis?
Together they are known as Inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) which affects 1.6 million 
adults and children in the U.S. primarily of Ashkenazi heritage.  IBD is an auto-immune 
disease where the body attacks itself and causes chronic inflammation of the intestinal 
tract resulting in abdominal pain, bloody diarrhea, nausea and malnutrition.  Other 
symptoms include arthritis, skin diseases,  diabetes, vision problems and depression.  65% 
of patients will have multiple surgeries in their lifetimes related to IBD complications.  Help 
us find a cure for IBD.

for a walk to benefit

Lake Balboa Walk




