
                                      Rabbi’s Column                       . 
                              My memory is a little fuzzy, and to fill in the blanks, I  
                              may actually invent a scene or two, but the point will still 
                              be clear. 
 
                              I was a junior in High School. It was December. My  
                              sister was attending school at UC Berkeley and we were 
planning a family trip to visit her. But I came down with a cold, and my 
parents had to leave me behind. 
 
I actually relished the idea that I would be home alone! I could do what I 
wanted, totally unsupervised! It was a vacation period so I had no schedule 
to keep. 
 
The first night, I decided to celebrate these few days of freedom by making 
myself a steak, which I prepared perfectly and ate with relish. Not really 
with relish... 
 
The second night I wasn’t quite as ambitious, and just poured myself a 
bowl of Cheerios. 
 
The third night I was getting lonely and consoled myself with lots of TV. I 
remember, even to this day, watching Ben Casey, MD. Remember? It was 
a Christmas-themed show, and it was touching in a way that made me feel 
the spirit of the holiday season. 
 
Finally, my parents returned, and lightness again permeated my home. 
 
And it was that lightness that I, to this day, associate with the lightness of 
the Hanukkah candles. The radiance chases away the darkness; candle-
light brings a sense of joy. There is a spirit and a beauty to Hanukkah that, 
for more than a week, during the darkest of days, brightens my life. 
 
So think about Hanukkahs past and how the present can recapture that 
time. Light the candles, eat the sufganiot and latkes, sing Hanukkah carols 
with gusto, and create more memories and emotions that can sustain us 
during dark days ahead. 
                              
Rabbi David Vorspan 
 

 
Shabbat services at New 
Community Jewish High School 
 
Saturday, December 6 - 10:30 am 
  Birthday Shabbat 
Saturday, December 20 - 10:30 am 
  Anniversary Shabbat 
-------------------------------------------- 
Annual Congregation Meeting 
Wednesday, Dec. 3, 8:00 pm 

at New Community Jewish 
High School 
 
All Shir Ami members are encour- 
aged to attend and participate in the 
election of officers for 2015 and 
learn our plans for the coming year. 
See President’s Report on page 2. 
-------------------------------------------- 
Around the Rabbi’s Tisch 
Thursdays, Dec. 4, 11, and 18; 
7:30 pm at the Vorspans’ 
 
We continue our 5775 season of 
Rabbi’s popular weekly discussion 
around his dining room table. Join 
us to learn together. Call Rabbi at 
(818) 888-9817 or see flyer, 
-------------------------------------------- 
Torah and Shabbat Study  
Saturday, Dec. 13, 10:30 am 
Northidge Mobile Home Park 
 
Stan Schroeder will lead a monthly 
study and discussion session on a 
Saturday we don’t have a service. 
See article on page 7 and flyer. 
-------------------------------------------- 
Soc. Action Chanukah Party 
Friday, Dec. 19, 1:00 pm 
West Valley Healthcare Center 
 
See article on page 4, 
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Annual Chanukah Dinner  
Tuesday, Dec. 23, 6:30 pm 
Northidge Mobile Home Park 
 
This is our opportunity to enjoy a delicious dinner 
catered by Hovav and the spirit and warmth of 
the Chanukah holiday. Rabbi Vorspan will tell 
his traditional Chanukah story. Be part of your 
Shir Ami family on this last evening of Chanukah.  
 
See article on page 2 and flyer or call Sherry 
Dollins at (818) 886-7590 for more information. Chanukah in Jerusalem 

 



Breakfast with the Rabbi Coming Very Soon 
 
Breakfast with the Rabbi will be  
Sunday, January 11th. At this  
popular event, we will meet to  
share a delicious breakfast and  
listen to our own Rabbi Vorspan  
present a subject of timely interest. For only  
$10 per person, you will enjoy a variety of breakfast 
foods, the Rabbi’s topic of the day, followed by a lively 
discussion. Share a fun and tasty Sunday morning 
with friends and family 
 
                            For $18 per person, you can sponsor  
                            this event and provide additional  
                            financial resources to Shir Ami. 
                           
                            See the flyer in this month’s Shir  
                            Notes for additional details and a 
reservation form. Please remember that all 
reservations must be received by Monday, January 5. 
Call Ellen Fremed at (818) 886-8853 or Sherry 
Dollins at (818) 886-7590 with your questions. 
 
 

Chanukah Dinner December 23 
by Sherry Dollins, Chairperson 
 
Be sure to save the date of Tuesday, 
December 23rd and plan to join us  
at the annual Shir Ami Chanukah  
Dinner as we celebrate together at 6:30 pm in the 
Recreation Room of the Northridge Mobile Home 
Park at 19120 Nordhoff St. in Northridge. We will 
once again enjoy a delicious catered holiday dinner 
(from Hovav Catering) of chicken, latkes, apple-
sauce, roasted vegetables, fruit, beverage and 
dessert. Bring your Chanukiah and candles for the 
community holiday candle lighting and join us as we 
sing and celebrate this joyous holiday together. A 
highlight of the evening will be Rabbi’s presentation 
of a special Chanukah story. 
 
Please see the Shir Notes flyer  
for details and to R.S.V.P. We  
must receive your reservation,  
with payment enclosed, by  
Friday, December 19th.  Let’s  
                                        make this our most  
                                        memorable Chanukah  
                                        Dinner yet. 
 
                                        I hope that you will share  
                                        this special program with  
                                        my family and me. 
 
 

President’s Report 
 
Shalom and Happy Chanukkah, 
 
We can’t start December without a  
yasher koach to everyone who helped make this 
year’s Mitzvah Day a rousing success. Our Social 
Action Committee, as well as our congregation 
member made it clear that Congregation Shir Ami is 
“the little schul that does” even when we take our 
Mitzvah Day “out on the road.”  
 
This month we will be having our annual members 
meeting at New Community Jewish High School on 
December 3. For a change of pace, we expect to 
announce that we will not be moving! What we will 
be doing is recapping the highlights of this past year 
and giving a glimpse into our future. We will also be 
electing a new Board of Directors and Officers and 
this will also be an opportunity for you to have your 
say in the future of Congregation Shir Ami. I look 
forward to seeing you all there. 
 
This year, Chanukkah has chosen not to collide with 
any other holidays. In celebration of this event, our 
Chanukkah Dinner is scheduled for December 23 
and we expect to enjoy the holiday together. 
 
Our new schedule of two Saturday Shabbat services 
has resulted in capacity crowds, but we can always 
fit in some more chairs. In fact, at our last service 
our Rebbitzen, Bonnie Vorspan, went out and into 
the lobby area and brought in more chairs when we 
needed them, giving new meaning to the term “and 
on the Rebbitzen’s chairs!” And speaking of the 
“Rebbitzen’s chairs,” we will continue with Around 
the Rabbi’s Tisch this month and all the other 
activities that make us who we are.  
 
Again, a Happy Chanukkah as we go forward into 
2015. 
 
As always, if you have any questions or want to 
provide your input, please feel free to email me at 
JDPistol@aol.com.. 
 
Thank you. 
Jordan Pistol, President 
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Mailbox 
 
Dear Shir Ami family, 
 
These past two to three weeks  
have been hectic and stressful 
leading up to and during my two surgeries to 
remove a melanoma from my left (tennis) forearm 
and close the incision with a skin graft from my 
left upper thigh. Your calls, cards, and concerns 
have been a big part of my maintaining a positive 
attitude during the process. I am blessed that the 
surgeries were completely successful and I am 
progressing toward a complete recovery and 
resuming my tennis and racquetball schedule. 
 
Shalom, Stan Schroeder 

Congregation Shir Ami Tribute Cards  
 
Thanks to Phyllis Schroeder for  
sending your cards celebrating  
simchas and conveying your get- 
well and condolence messages.  
 
She is creative with individualized,  
artistic cards that include a message  
and color graphics. Call her at (818) 718-7466. 
Minimum donation of $5 per card is appreciated. 
 

Congregational News 
 
Get well wishes rafuah schleimah to: 
 
Bette Delman deep vein thrombosis 
Stan Schroeder forearm melanoma surgery 
 
May they be blessed with a complete recovery in 
body and spirit. 
 

 
Yahrzeits 
 
Claire and Lew Silverman for Ben Besbeck 
Betty and Harvey Cohen for Jack Charles Gottesman 
Paula and Paul Frankel for Audrey Halem 
Rose Chaplan for Abraham Chaplan 
Ann and Seymour Potell for David Potell and  
    Yetta Blankstein 
Ben Bloom for Linda Bloom 
Rae and Armand Wazana for Messoda Wazana 
Ed and Fay Schneier for Melli and Roz 
Phyllis Robinson for Bernie Robinson and Sophie Canter 
Clara and Stan Rosenbluth for Frank Wolf 
Ethel Granik for Harold Granik and Sam Granik 
Lorraine and Daniel Simansky for Leon Simansky and  
    Minnie Sitzer 
Fran Friedman for Yetta Glotsky  
 
Birthdays 
 
Armand Wazana 
Peg Kovar 
 

Anniversaries 
 
Betty and Harvey Cohen 
Gerry and Sam Hochberg 
Peg and Jerry Kovar 
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DONATIONS 
Congregation Shir Ami wishes to 
acknowledge the following donations: 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
Birthdays 
 
Jordan Pistol................................. 
  (omitted last month).  
Davida Tydings............................. 
Rae Wazana................................. 
Rabbi David Vorspan.................... 
Becky Finlay.................................. 
Steve Spetner............................... 
Andrea Nachenberg....................... 
Fran Friedman.............................. 
Mark Hyman................................. 
Laura Simon................................. 
 

Anniversaries 
 
Ellie and Jerry Zatz........................ 
Ann and Seymour Potell................ 
Mariana and Lee Stark.................. 
Barbara and Neil Hattem............... 

11/8 
 
12/8      
12/8  
12/9                     
12/14 
12/20       
12/24  
12/25 
12/25 
12/25 
 
 
            
12/6     55th 
12/9     64th 
12/10   36th 
12/29   40th 

$ 



Operation Gratitude and Project MOT 
by Charlene Kazel 
 
Sagittarius, the archer, shot an  
arrow into the air, and whence it fell 
he knew not where. 
 
                       Well, our arrows never miss their marks 
                       in our support of Operation Gratitude. 
 
                                So far this year we’ve donated the  
                       following to members of our military: 
 
                       Operation Gratitude: 
                       764 books   
                       438 gifts and magazine 
Project MOT: 206 cards and letters with messages of 
                      love and good wishes in support of  
                       their efforts on our behalf 
 
Thank you for your donations and keep up the good 
work. 
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Social Action Committee 
 
First, I would like to thank Rabbi Vorspan  
and all of you for a very successful  
Mitzvah Day. Success for our Committee 
is when we can involve so many members  
of our congregation in giving emotional, financial, 
and physical support to our many community 
mitzvah projects.  
 
This year we were given the unique opportunity by 
Temple Judea to have the use of their Social Hall for 
ourselves, ample parking, and the help of their very 
hard working staff for Mitzvah Day. Natasha, from 
School on Wheels was a very inspiring speaker. 
This year, our Mitzvah Day was unique in that we 
had a smaller crowd than usual due to illness and a 
funeral. On the bright side, we did see some new 
faces, and some of our special grandchildren were 
there. Everyone had many compliments to share. 
 

We are thrilled to tell you that we filled 150 
backpacks for School on Wheels and also donated 
49 smaller back packs in a sealed carton. We were 
pleasantly surprised when our newest Social Action 
Committee member, Charlene Kazel was able to get 
Office Max to donate two cartons of 49 each, 
smaller backpacks for School on Wheels, a few days 
before Mitzvah Day. Fortunately, we had anticipated 
buying extra school items when they were on sale in 
the hope that we would be able to fill at least 150 
backpacks. I also want to thank all those who 
shopped for the special deals. Special thanks also to 
Leon Nachenberg and Mike Easely, Mitzvah Day 
co-chairs for a job well done. We should be proud of 
the amazing success we have had with the School 
on Wheels Project for many years. Look for some of 
the Mitzvah Day photos on page 8. 
  
                      Our Committee is now collecting  
                      Target $10 gift cards for the women  
                      and children in the Domestic Violence 
shelters we help sponsor for the holidays. Please be 
as generous as possible. We want to give each 
woman and each child their own card to purchase 
something they need or want. Many of the victims in 
the Shelters left their violent situation with only the 
clothes on their backs. Please mail the cards to Fran 
Kobulnick at 5139 White Oak Ave. #13, Encino, CA 
91316 or give them to a Committee member at 
Shabbat services and temple events. You may also 
arrange for a member to buy cards with advance 
payment. We will give them to the Domestic 
Violence shelters during Hanukkah.  

 
Our Committee will be going to West Valley  
Healthcare Center, 7057 Shoup Ave. in West  
Hills, for our annual Shabbat and Hanukkah  
latke celebration on Friday, December 19 at  
1:00 pm. Besides the Shabbat blessings, we will light the 
Hanukkah candles, spin dreidls, have a latke party, share 
dessert and then give each resident a special holiday  
              gift. Claire Silverman will lead us in a sing- 
              along. Everyone is welcome to join us in this  
              special Mitzvah project. We are blessed to be  
              able to visit the residents and bring them so 
much happiness with our visits.  
 
                            Our annual Linen Shabbat will be at  
                            New Community Jewish High School  
                            Saturday, January 17 at 10:30 am to  
                            benefit the Domestic Violence shelters  
                            we help sponsor. See the flyer with this 
Shir Notes. Our guest speaker will be Kitty Glass who 
coordinates the program for Jewish Family Services. If 
you are unable to attend and would like to donate, let us 
help you make arrangements to purchase or deliver the 
items. 
 
From all our Committee and our families, we wish you a 
very happy and festive Hanukkah! 
 
Fran Kobulnick, Social Action Vice President 
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Every Two Weeks 
by Owen Delman 
 
Of all the preparations and ceremonies  
associated with a young man becoming a  
Bar Mitzvah, one stands often unheralded.  
I don’t even know if it still exists -- sadly, perhaps not. 
But, as a participant sixty years ago, I can tell you it 
was once widely practiced in the Midwest, specifically 
in the Chicago area. I suppose there are those who 
might have said it was not truly important to the 
ceremony. However, they would have been hard 
pressed to convince my mother. 
 
You see, back then, when one began to approach the 
age of thirteen, mothers commenced to worry and 
then panic as they knew their darling son or daughter, 
though not the star of the “show”, was likely to be an 
invitee to the festivities and was woefully unprepared 
for the social niceties they would be expected to 
follow -- when other parents would be watching and 
judging the quality of the parenting displayed! 
 
Up to that point, social conventions, such as dancing, 
talking to the opposite sex, table manners, etc, had 
not been an emphasized portion of their child’s life. 
Why, he didn’t even own a suit, nor she an 
appropriate party dress! What to do? 
 
Enter Fortnightly, a program for sixth through eighth 
graders, which introduced the burgeoning young adult 
to the world of formal social settings and ... well, 
getting along properly with the opposite sex. Once 
she heard of this face saving offering from other 
distraught mothers, Mom saw it as the solution for her 
ill prepared child. 
 
At the first Fortnightly meet- 
ing, we eleven and twelve  
year old boys slowly shuffled  
into the field house at Indian  
Boundary Park, once on the  
outskirts of the city, now well  
within the city limits and just  
a short distance from our  
house. The large meeting room in the old stone 
building was imposing and intimidating, more so 
because it was now filled with girls -- lots of girls who 
all looked more confident than we boys who were 
huddling for mutual protection against one wall and 
looking for a way out.  
 
But there was no escape, as the room’s entrance was 
effectively blocked by mothers worriedly watching and 
evaluating their child’s behavior. In addition, our 
misery was compounded by most of us uncomfortably  

wearing our first suit, a  
requirement of the pro- 
gram. So we stood  
impatiently, scuffling our  
polished shoes and tug- 
ging on a sleeve or hitch- 
ing up our shoulders to  
gain some ease in our  
young adult uniform.  
Ordinarily, it would have been a scene of much 
giggling -- pointing at the girls and typical anti-girl 
eleven year old humor -- if the ever-watching, ever-
hovering mothers hadn’t been twenty feet away. So 
we awaited our fate -- nervous, novice gladiators 
before our first entrance into the stadium. 
 
With very few preliminary remarks, Mrs. Schwartz, 
the leader-teacher of the program asked the group to 
form two facing lines, boys on one side and girls on 
the other. Then, upon instruction, we hesitantly 
walked toward each other and were thus partnered 
for the first exercise -- “proper body distance and 
hand placement when dancing.” After Mrs. Schwartz 
went down the line of couples adjusting the postures 
and positions of bodies and arms, the music started 
and we began to slowly sway then walk both forward 
and backward as a couple. Stiffly, the duets began 
to move about the room accompanied by the music, 
Mrs. Schwartz’s clipped instructions and the 
background motherly comments from the sidelines.  
 
“Look, he’s dancing,” “But, Myron keeps looking at 
his feet,” “She’s way too tall for him, his hand isn’t 
even on her waist.” The shortest among the boys 
were confronted and condemned to stare at their 
partner’s chest, some more developed than others. 
These poor unfortunates couldn’t stretch their arms 
out far enough to avoid the embarrassment. 
 
Each 90 minute class lesson would begin with 
dancing instruction followed by topics such as table 
manners and other polite behaviors -- opening doors 
for females, pulling out a chair to assist in seating, 
silverware protocol, etc.  
 
At home, the evening of each class, Mom would 
practice the dance steps with me in the living room 
while my father read the paper, though I suspect, 
behind the paper, he was smiling at the humorous 
scene of his “pre-adolescent height baby” dancing 
with his much taller mother. When my older brother 
was around, he watched and didn’t try very hard to 
hide his smirking at my predicament. 
 
(continued on page 7) 
 



 
moved audiences to tears with her rendition of "My 
Man" with its now-classic lyrics, "But whatever my 
man is, I am his - forever." 
 
In 1924, Arnstein was charged in a  
Wall Street bond theft. Brice insisted  
on his innocence and funded his legal 
defense, at great expense. Arnstein  
was convicted and sentenced to the  
Federal penitentiary at Leavenworth.  
Released in 1927, the ungrateful and  
unfaithful Arnstein disappeared from  
Brice's life and that of his two children. Reluctantly, 
Brice divorced him. 
 
Brice had some of her greatest success during her 
years as Mrs. Arnstein, including her famous song 
"Second Hand Rose." Yet, in 1923 Brice "tired of 
being a sight gag" and had her nose surgically 
straightened. Still, acceptance eluded her when she 
tried her hand at "American" drama. 
 
After a failed marriage to Broadway impresario Billy 
Rose and starring roles in Hollywood film, Brice found 
a niche -broadcast radio - that made her comfortable. 
Baby Snooks premiered in Ziegfeld Follies of the Air in 
February 1936 on CBS. In 1938, Brice launched her 
own weekly radio show. From then until her death in 
1951, with Hanley Stafford as her bedeviled Daddy, 
Baby Snooks was a mainstay in the heyday of radio 
comedy. Fanny said “Snooks is just the kid I used to 
be. She's my kind of youngster, the type I like. She 
has imagination. She's eager. She's alive. With all her 
deviltry, she is still a good kid, never vicious or mean.” 
I remember Baby Snooks as one of my favorites. 
 
                              Brice and Stafford brought Baby  
                              Snooks and Daddy to Tallulah  
                              Bankhead's legendary big-budget,  
                              large-scale radio variety show The  
                              Big Show in November, 1950,   
                              sharing the bill with Groucho Marx  
                              and Jane Powell, among others.   
                              Six months later, May 29, 1951,  
                              Fanny Brice died in Hollywood at 
the age of 59 of a cerebral hemorrhage. 
 
Barbra Streisand paid tribute to Brice in her loosely 
biographical film Funny Girl. (In the film, Arnstein is 
portrayed as a much more sympathetic character.) Lily 
Tomlin popularized a Baby Snooks-like character on 
the Laugh-In TV series. Edith Ann was a precocious 
five year-old, who sat in an oversized rocking chair, 
and made ironic observations on the adult world. 
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Biography of the Month: Fanny Brice 
by Stan Schroeder 
[Last month I republished an updated version of the first 
bio I wrote for the April 2005 issue, Barbra Streisand. 
In 1968 Barbra made a film based on the life of a 
comedienne whose childhood had much in common in 
with her own. I published her bio in October 2006.] 
Fanny Brice was born Fania Borach  
October 29, 1891 on the Lower East  
Side of New York, the third of four  
children of immigrant Hungarian-Jewish 
relatively well-off saloon-owners. Fania  
Borach decided early in life to become  
a performer. In an era in which enter- 
tainment was typically based on ethnic stereotypes -the 
drunken Irishman, the ignorant Pole, the Yiddish-
accented greenhorn - Brice's "Semitic looks" slotted her 
into Jewish roles. Despite her efforts to succeed as a 
serious actress and singer, Brice, who spoke no 
Yiddish, rose to stardom performing comedy with a 
Yiddish accent. 
 
In 1908, dropping out of school after the eighth grade, 
the gangly, strong-voiced Fanny Borach found work as 
a chorus girl in a burlesque review. By the end of that 
year, she changed her name to Brice, probably, to 
escape limited Jewish stage roles. Ironically, a year 
later, she would make her first Broadway mark in a 
musical comedy, The College Girls, singing Irving 
Berlin's Sadie Salome, Go Home with a put-on Yiddish 
accent, while dancing a parody of the seductive veil 
dance in Richard Strauss' opera Salome. Her act 
brought down the house. Despite her desires, Brice had 
found her place as a "Jewish" entertainer. 
 
Brice starred in the Ziegfield Follies in the 1920s and 
1930s and became known for her beautiful voice and 
limber grace, which she always used in the service of 
humor. When she tried dramatic Broadway roles, her 
plays were unsuccessful. As Brice's fame increased, so 
did her notoriety. In 1918, she married Jules “Nicky” 
Arnstein, a handsome, urbane but somewhat inept con 
man and thief she had lived with for six years. (Fanny 
had been married briefly as a teenager.) Despite 
Arnstein's infidelity and a stretch in Sing Sing Prison for 
illegal wiretapping, the devoted Brice stayed with him, 
had two children and supported him by working on-
stage almost constantly.  
 
Brice's tumultuous relationship with the ne'er-do-well 
Arnstein gave her material for a rare non-ethnic 
success: appearing in the Ziegfield Follies of 1921. The 
usually manic comedienne stood nearly motionless on 
the stage and, singing in a beautiful, unaccented voice,  
 
 



Ritual Committee 
 
I am happy to report that attendance at our twice-
monthly Shabbat services at our new home at “New 
Jew” has continued at record high turnouts. The layout 
of our “sanctuary” that we set up with about 40 chairs is 
conducive to our Shir Ami “family style” atmosphere at 
our Contemporary service. And our set up for kiddush in 
the adjacent lobby area has plenty of tables and space 
for shmoozing afterward. Special thanks to Helga 
Unkeless, Claire Silverman, and Sheilah Hart for their 
work with the kiddush and Phyllis Schroeder and Jerry 
Gort for making and bringing coffee each week. 
 
Saturday, February 7, we will have a kiddush lunch 
sponsored by our member Gloria Weinstein followed by 
a presentation by her son-in-law Mark Abelson entitled 
Creating a Just Pluralistic Society in  
Israel. Mark is active in the Jewish  
Community Federation, a Bay area  
organization that funds projects in Israel  
that address Israel's most pressing social needs. 
 
Among the projects that Mark  
will describe in his illustrated  
presentation is the company Ravtech. Haredim make 
up 20% of the population of Israel. There is great 
sentiment against the Haredim amongst the "secular" 
Israelis because the Haredim do not serve in the IDF, 
they study all day, they do not work, do not pay taxes 
and receive government subsidies. Ravtech is a 
software company that hires only ultra-religious men 
who have spent their entire lives studying. This working 
opportunity gives them their own studying community, 
with real scholars and allows them to work, learn new 
skills and financially provide for their families.  
 
Another project that focuses on employment for minority 
Israelis is Collective Impact. Many Israeli NGOs are 
working to improve employment opportunities for Arab 
Israelis. Building on existing networks, Yifat Ovadia, the 
founder of Olim B’Yachad (a program that integrates 
Ethiopian Israeli university graduates into Israel’s 
business, academic, and public sectors) has decided to 
put her experience toward addressing the employment 
problem for Arab professionals. This approach brings 
together a variety of players in the sector to solve a 
specific social problem. The primary aim of the initiative 
is to propel Arab Israelis into the workforce to become a 
significant growth engine for the Israeli economy.  
 
We are excited to invite the community to this special 
Shabbat experience. 
 
Stan Schroeder, Ritual Vice President 
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Every Two Weeks (continued) 
by Owen Delman 
 
And so it went for the two and a half months of the 
program. We students gradually became “civilized” to 
the standards of the middle 1950’s. At the end, the 
boys not only could stumble more formally on the 
dance floor, having conquered the basics of the Two 
Step, Foxtrot and Waltz, they even remembered to 
open doors and pull chairs out for “ladies”, and use 
the proper knife and fork while eating. (Even outside 
the class -- sometimes even at school!) The girls, who 
always seemed further along from the very beginning, 
finally had some male dance partners and didn’t giggle 
quite so much when meeting a new one.  
 
Did my time at Fortnightly have a lasting effect beyond 
the Bar Mitzvah season? On a recent visit to 
Budapest, we took an enchanted evening boat ride on 
the Danube floating past the lighted public buildings 
and palaces. The slow moving river, the scenery, the 
ship’s recording of Strauss’ “Blue Danube” combined 
with Fortnightly memories and I soon led my wife to 
the dance floor for an elegant waltz. It was a perfect 
moment. So, thank you Mrs. Schwartz and thank you, 
Mom, I think you both would have been pleased.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
New Monthly Event: Torah and Shabbat Study 
with Stan Schroeder 
by Stan Schroeder 
 
Congregation Shir Ami is downsizing  
to two Shabbat services a month for  
ten months as of the current fiscal  
year July, 2014. There are no services 
in July or August. To fill in for part of the missing  
                       Shabbat services, I will lead a Shabbat  
                       study session one Saturday morning a 
                       month at 10:30 at the Northridge Mobile 
                       Home Park Rec Room, 19120 Nordhoff 
                       St. We will discuss the weekly Torah 
portion, the Shabbat prayers that are included in our 
Contemporary service, and various subjects relevant 
to Conservative Judaism.  
 
Our next session will be November 22. The Torah 
reading will be parsha Vayashev (Genesis 37:1 - 
40:23), the story of Joseph and his brothers and his 
imprisonment in Egypt. We are commanded “la asok 
b’divrei torah” (to engage in the study of Torah). We 
sit around a table and do just that. Join us and fulfill 
the mitzvah. 
 
Call me at (818) 718-7466 for more information. 
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Pictures from Mitzvah Day at Temple Judea Sunday, November 2 



Congregation Shir Ami Memorial Board 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to honor the memory of your 
loved ones by dedicating plaques on our new 
Memorial Board, please call Clara Rosenbluth 
at (818) 348-1498 so she may mail you an 
order form. The cost of each plaque is $36. 
 
Each plaque may contain up to three lines of 
engraving: English name, Hebrew name, and 
the years of birth and death. Both of our 
Memorial Boards are displayed at all our 
services. 
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TREE OF LIFE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This beautiful Tree of Life, with leaves 
priced at $100 and rocks at $250 (one 
remaining), makes a perfect way to 
celebrate family occasions and support 
Congregation Shir Ami. 
 
The Tree is on a rosewood background 
and consists of gold-colored leaves and 
rocks. It is displayed at all Congregation 
Shir Ami services and events. 
 
For more information or to place an order, 
call Sherry Dollins at (818) 886-7590. 
 



Shop at Ralphs - Earn Money for Shir Ami 
by Maralyn Soifer 
 
Here is an easy way to earn 
money for our Temple. We  
are now officially a Ralphs’ community agency. All 
you have to do is follow these simple instructions to 
help earn money for Congregation Shir Ami. 
 
1.   If you don’t have a Ralph’s rewards card already, 

go to the store or go to website www.ralphs.com 
and select Order a Ralphs reward card. 

2.   Once you have your card, go to the website: 
www.ralphs.com and select Create an account 

3.   If you have an account, your email address is your 
account ID. If you forgot your password, select  
Forgot your password?  and you will receive an 
email with instructions to reset it. Follow the 
instructions to enter your email address and 
create a new password. 

4.   If you already have a Ralph’s reward card and an 
account, you will see Account Summary when you 
login. You can change to our Temple by clicking 
on Edit within Community Rewards.  

 

Congregation Shir Ami 
P.O. Box 6353 
Woodland Hills, CA 91365 
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      You can do a search for Congregation Shir Ami 
by putting in the number 92785.  Our congrega-
tion will pop up and click on the button next to 
the name. Click on the button that saves the 
changes.   

5.   You should also check the bottom of your 
receipt when you shop. It should say “At your 
request, Ralph’s is donating to 
CONGREGATION SHIR AMI”. 

6.   If all else fails, call me in the evening at (818) 
704-0306. I’ll be happy to walk you through it. 

7.   Start Shopping! 
 
Make sure that the clerk swipes your card each 
time you shop. Verify that your receipt shows a 
contribution to Congregation Shir Ami at the 
bottom.  
 
Important Note: All participants must confirm 
their selection annually starting in September. 
On or after September 1, sign into your account 
and reconfirm Community Rewards selection. 
 



Congregation Shir Ami         
Annual Chanukah Dinner  

Tuesday, December 23rd 
6:30 pm 

In the Recreation Room of the Northridge Mobile Home Park 
19120 Nordhoff  St., Northridge 

Enjoy delectable CHICKEN, 
Luscious LATKES and APPLE SAUCE 

ROASTED VEGETABLES 
FRUIT 

BROWNIES and JELLY DOUGHNUTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and share in a wonderful evening that will include great food 
(catered by Hovav Catering), songs and a Chanukah story told by 

our own Rabbi Vorspan. 
 

Bring your Chanukiah and candles for the community candle lighting 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chanukah Dinner 
Must R.S.V.P., with your enclosed check,  

by Friday, December 19th to Congregation Shir Ami 
PO Box 6353, Woodland Hills, CA 91365 

Adult(s) @ $21.00 ______   
Sponsor(s) @ $25.00 _____ 

 
TOTAL ENCLOSED $ ______________ 

 
NAME_______________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER________________________________________ 



Congregation Shir Ami                      
Invites you to partake at 

 
Breakfast with the raBBi 

A “Delectable Delight” including hot & cold items 
On Sunday, January 11th  at 10:30 am 

At Northridge Mobile Home Park  – 19120 Nordhoff St., Northridge 
in the recreation room 

 
Our own Rabbi David Vorspan 

will enthrall and captivate us with conversation 
and discussion 

 
$10.00 per person or 

$18.00 to help sponsor this event  
(sponsors will be acknowledged at event) 

 
Please R.S.V.P. by January 5th – please be kind and give our food 

shoppers and preparers plenty of time so you won’t be disappointed! 
ADVANCED RESERVATIONS A MUST!! 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Cut off and mail with check to Congregation Shir Ami 
                                                PO Box 6353 
                                                Woodland Hills, CA 91365 

 
NAME _____________________________________________________ 
PHONE____________________________________________________ 
# ATTENDING _______@ $10 EACH = ____________ ENCLOSED. 
# ATTENDING _______@ $18 EACH = ____________ ENCLOSED. 
 



Thursdays December 4, 11, and 18, 7:30 - 8:30 pm 
“Around the Rabbi’s Tisch” at the Vorspans’ 

 

                           This popular Shir Ami educational series continues its  
                              5775 season. Come join us for our weekly discussion 
                              of Rabbi Vorspan’s selected topics of Jewish interest.  
                              We discuss Jewish texts and current events as they 
relate to Jewish values and our lives as Jews. This is a unique opportunity 
to learn and share in an informal format around the Vorspans’ dining room 
table.  
 
The Vorspans’ home is located at 22320 Philiprimm St. in  Woodland Hills. 
Call Rabbi Vorspan at (818) 888-9817 for more information. 
 

Saturday December 13, 10:30 am New Event: Torah/ 
Shabbat Study at Northridge Mobile Home Park 
 
Stan Schroeder will lead a Shabbat study session one Saturday 
morning a month at 10:30 at the Northridge Mobile Home Park  
Rec Room, 19120 Nordhoff St. We will discuss the weekly Torah portion, the 
Shabbat prayers that are included in our Contemporary service, and various 
subjects relevant to Conservative Judaism.  
 
                   Our third session will be December 13. The Torah reading  
                   will be parsha Vayeshev (Genesis 37:1 - 40:23), the story of  
                   and Joseph and his brothers and his imprisonment with the  
                   baker and the butler. We are commanded “la asok b’divrei 
torah” (to engage in the study of Torah). Join us and fulfill the mitzvah. 
 
Call Stan at (818) 718-7466 for more information. 
 



Please join Congregation Shir Ami 
on Saturday, January 17 at 10:15 am 

(Service starts at 10:30 am)  
 
 
 

at New Community Jewish High School  
for a special Linen Shabbat. 

 
 
Please bring NEW twin, full, or queen size blankets or quilts, NEW full 
or twin size sheet sets, NEW full or twin size mattress pads, NEW 
pillow cases, and NEW bath towels and washcloths to Shabbat services 
on Saturday, January 17th. They will be given to moms and their children 
in domestic violence shelters.There will be a speaker to discuss the shelters 
and ongoing projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We look forward to seeing you and your family at this special community 
mitzvah project Shabbat. Please bring your non-perishable food donation to 
the service. 

 
For more information, please call  

 Fran Kobulnick at (818) 345-2405  
  or Laura Simon at (818) 883-1765. 



Congregation Shir Ami Schedule of Shabbat Services 2015 
Conducted by Rabbi David Vorspan at  

New Community Jewish High School, 22622 Vanowen St., West Hills 
Services held in library near the front entrance 

 
Saturday 10:30 am (unless otherwise noted) 

 
January 2015  
Saturday, January 3 -  Birthday 
                                    Consecration of Officers 
Saturday, January 17 - Anniversary 
                                     Social Action Linen Shabbat 
 

February 2015  
Saturday, February 7 - Birthday 
                                     Presentation by Mark Abelson, son-in-law of Gloria Weinstein 
                                     Creating a Just Pluralistic Society in Israel 
                                     Kiddush lunch sponsored by Gloria 
Saturday, February 21 - Anniversary 
 

March 2015  
Saturday, March 14 - Birthday 
Saturday, March 28 - Anniversary 
 

April 2015  
Saturday, April 18 - Birthday 
Saturday, April 25 - Anniversary 
 
May 2015  
Saturday, May 2 - Birthday 
Saturday, May 16 - Anniversary 
 

June 2015  
Saturday, June 6 - Birthday 
Saturday, June 20 - Anniversary 
 

If you would like more information about our congregation please visit our 
website at www.shirami.com 

 

David Vorspan 
Rabbi 

Jordan Pistol 
President 


