
                                      Rabbi’s Column                       . 
                               
                                The World Series earthquake of 1989 occurred on  
                                October 17. This was also the 3rd day of Sukkot. We  
                                are taught that during Sukkot we are to consider our  
                                sukkah our permanent home, and our permanent  
                                home our temporary home. 
 
Which means, those Jews looking out from their booths as their homes 
crumbled a few feet away should have merely shrugged and said, “Good 
thing that was only our temporary home!” 
 
I suspect this mental escape from reality rarely happened. But this is 
supposed to be our mindset during the holiday beginning, this year, on 
Wednesday evening, October 8. 
 
By living as much as possible, unless there is such a heatwave (or 
snowstorm?) in this sometimes fragile, spare dwelling, we are to realize 
what is truly important in life: not the trappings of opulence (t.v., air condi-
tioning, etc.) but the simplicities of life – health, family, friends, good food.  
 
This holiday is referred to as z’man simchataynu – the season of our 
rejoicing. We are to find happiness and the simple pleasures that come 
from dining al fresco with those we love and even those we have lost (we 
invite those from the past to join us – ushpizin). 
 
And we city dwellers are to grasp four species of vegetation (when’s the 
last time you had to identify myrtle and willow leaves, or hold a palm branch 
and citron–etrog), and wave them in every direction, reminding us that 
God’s creation is all around – we just need to enjoy it more. 
 
Sukkot is the holiday that suffers from bad timing–a mere 5 days after Yom 
Kippur. But we need a holiday that brings us down from the spiritual 
heights to the land below. Enjoy! 
 
Get a taste of the holiday at our annual neighborhood Sukkot party at the 
Vorspan home Tuesday evening, October 14. 
 
Rabbi David Vorspan 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Around the Rabbi’s Tisch 
Thursdays, October 23 and 30; 7:30 pm at the Vorspans’ 
 
This is the start of the 5775 season for Rabbi’s popular weekly discussion around 
his dining room table. Join us for an opportunity to learn Jewish wisdom and 
discuss current topics of Jewish interest. Call Rabbi at (818) 888-9817 
or see flyer for more information. 

 
High Holy Day services at 
Valley Vineyard  
 
Friday, October 3 - 6:45 pm 
  Kol Nidre 
Saturday, October 4 - 10 am 
  Yom Kippur   
-------------------------------------------- 
Shabbat services at New 
Community Jewish High School 
 
Saturday, October 18 - 10:30 am 
  Birthday Shabbat 
Saturday, October 25 - 10:30 am 
  Anniversary Shabbat 
-------------------------------------------- 
Torah and Shabbat Study  
Saturday, Oct. 11, 10:30 am 
Northidge Mobile Home Park 
 
Stan Schroeder will lead a study 
and discussion session on a 
Saturday we don’t have a service. 
See article on page 7 and flyer. 
-------------------------------------------- 
Brunch and Learn 
Sunday, Oct. 12, 11:00 am 
Northidge Mobile Home Park 
 
Chazzan Mike Stein of Temple 
Aliyah will speak, sing, and perform 
musically on the History of Jewish 
Music from the Shofar to the 
Saxophone. See article on page 3. 
-------------------------------------------- 
Sukkot Party at the Vorspans’ 
Tuesday, Oct. 14 at 7:30 pm 
22320 Philiprimm Woodland Hills 
 
Rabbi and Bonnie Vorspan issue 
this annual invitation to all our 
members to join them in their 
sukkah for dessert and meeting old 
friends and new. You can wave the 
lulav and etrog and learn about this 
joyous holiday. Call Rabbi Vorspan 
at (818) 888-9817 or see article on 
page 2 or flyer for more information. 
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President’s Report 
 
Shalom, 
 
L'shanah tova tikatevu v'tichatemu!  
(May you be inscribed and sealed  
for a good year!) 
 
Now that we have begun a new year in our New 
home at New Community Jewish High School, it 
may seem that we may be overwhelmed by the 
“newness” of it all. However, a brief look at our 
October schedule only goes to show that a change 
in our home works to preserve our continuity and 
give for Shir Ami to do what Shir Ami always does in 
serving us, our Jewish community and the 
community at large. 
 
We are continuing with our Saturday Shabbat 
services twice a month. This means we all have to 
read the Shir Notes and the Calendar to find out 
when the services are being held! I recommend that 
everyone make an attempt to attend these services 
as often as you can. Not only for the opportunity to 
daven, but also to join us for Kiddush following the 
services because, once you hear us chant Kiddush 
in a way that fills the lobby of NCJHS, you’ll want to 
do it again and again. 
 
After Yom Kippur, we not only continue our Saturday 
Shabbat service, but our Ritual Vice President will 
be leading a Torah/Shabbat study one Saturday 
each month when we don’t have services. We will 
also be having a Brunch and Learn this month 
featuring Chazzan Mike Stein of Temple Alliyah. 
 
This month will also feature the return of “Around 
the Rabbi’s Tisch (and on the Rebbitzen’s 
chairs)” for a ten-week semester of adult education 
and discussion of various religious topics.  
 
As always, our Social Action Committee will continue 
to show how Social Action is really done! Prepara-
tions are ongoing for Mitzvah Day in November. 
 
So, while we may be davening at a new Saturday 
morning venue, we will cherish and continue the 
traditions and activities that make Shir Ami what it is. 
I don’t want to fall into the trap of claiming that we 
are the same “old” Shir Ami, so let’s rather say that 
we go forward into the new year with a re-newed 
Shir Ami that is ready with the experience and 
record of past performance to go into the future and 
do what we have always done in serving our 
community. 
 
 
 
 
 

page 2                                                                                                                                 October 2014 

Sukkot Begins Night of October 8 
by Stan Schroeder 
 
Five days after Yom Kippur, starting the night of the 
fourth day, we begin the festive holiday of Sukkot. 
This holiday celebrates the fall harvest. In Leviticus 
23:40-43 God tells Moses “On the first day you shall 
take the product of the hadar (beautiful) trees, 
branches of palm trees, boughs of leafy trees, and 
willows of the brook. ... and “You shall live in booths 
seven days; all citizens of Israel shall live in booths, 
in order that future generations may know I made 
the Israelite people live in booths when I brought 
them out of the land of Egypt.” From this we learn 
the fragility of worldly goods and the permanance of 
God’s creation. 
 
We construct a sukkah, a  
temporary structure with  
three walls and a roof of raw 
vegetative matter, often  
palm branches, partially  
open to the sky. We are also instructed to obtain a 
lulav made of myrtle, willow, and palm, and an etrog 
(yellow fruit of the citron tree). We wave the lulav 
and etrog in the sukkah in six directions, symbolizing 
God is found everywhere.  
 
Rabbi Vorspan constructs a sukkah in his patio and 
obtains the lulav and etrog. Rabbi and Bonnie invite 
the congregation to partake in this mitzvah with a 
neighborhood party at their home each year. The 
party will be Tuesday evening, October 14, at 7:30. 
Bonnie serves traditional and homemade foods for 
the occasion. See the flyer for details. 
 

If you have any questions or want to provide your input, 
please feel free to email me at JDPistol@aol.com.. 
 
Thank you. 
Jordan Pistol, President 



Congregational News 
 
Get well wishes rafuah schleimah to: 
 
Lee Dollins broken arm 
Paullette Pistol injuries from fall 
Ed Orens open heart surgery 
Fay Schneier fractured hip surgery 
 
May they be blessed with a complete recovery in 
body and spirit. 
 

Congregation Shir Ami Tribute Cards  
 
Thanks to Phyllis Schroeder for  
sending your cards celebrating  
simchas and conveying your get- 
well and condolence messages.  
 
She is creative with individualized,  
artistic cards that include a message  
and color graphics. Call her at (818) 718-7466. 
Minimum donation of $5 per card is appreciated. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
Yahrzeits 
 
Nancy and Lonny Scharf for Herman Scharf 
Jacquie Gordon for Louis Katz 
Marcie and Steve Spetner for Harry Lurie and Lil Spetner 
Irv Strassner for Alan Strassner 
Carol and Art Altshiller for Betty Rose Altshiller 
Ben Bloom for Nathan Stoll 
Claire and Lewis Silverman for Bernard Silverman 
Gloria Weinstein for Julius Goren, Larry Weinstein and  
   Pearl Fram 
Fran and Sam Kobulnick for Louis Suckman 
Rae and Armand Wazana for Bella Ruth Kroop 
 
Birthdays 
 
Stan Schroeder 
Sam Hochberg 
Paullette Pistol 
Phyllis Robinson 
Paula Frankel 
Alisha Sela 
Evan Vorspan 
Judah Vorspan  
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DONATIONS 
Congregation Shir Ami wishes to 
acknowledge the following donations: 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
Birthdays 
 
Bernice Lipschultz......................... 
Paula Loomis................................. 
Clara Rosenbluth........................... 
Ozzie Strassner............................. 
Gerry Hochberg............................. 
Peg Kovar...................................... 
Paul Soifer..................................... 
Gloria Weinstein............................ 
Fran Kobulnick..............................  
Ann Potell...................................... 
 

Anniversaries 
 
Phyllis and Stan Schroeder............ 
Nancy and Ken Bereny.................. 
 

10/7      
10/11                 
10/15 
10/18       
10/20  
10/21 
10/22 
10/22 
10/26 
10/29      
 

 
 
10/18    27th 
10/23    26th 
 

$ 

Our Condolences 
 
We regret to inform the congre- 
gational family of the passing of 
Ara Easley, daughter of members 
Joan and Mike Easley.  
 
May God comfort the Easley family at this time of 
their bereavement.  
 

Anniversaries 
 
Nancy and Lonny Scharf 
Claire and Lew Silverman 
Carol and Irwin Koransky 
Laurie and Ed Orens 

Brunch and Learn with Chazzan Mike Stein 

Jewish Music from the Shofar to the Saxophone 
by Stan Schroeder 
 
Time is running out to make 
your reservation for this year’s 
informative and entertaining  
Brunch and Learn Sunday,  
October 12 at 11:00 am. Chazzan Mike Stein, 
cantor at Temple Aliyah,  will present Jewish Music 
from the Shofar to the Saxophone featuring music 
through our history played on the various 
instruments he plays. Mike is a multi-talented 
musician who has performed with Theodore Bikel 
and Craig Taubman.  
 
This event is rescheduled from February when it 
was postoponed due to Mike’s illness. Those 
already with reservations have been notified. 
 
See the flyer in this Shir Notes for more information. 
 



Operation Gratitude and Project MOT 
by Charlene Kazel 
 
On Saturday, September 6, we had 
our lovely first service service at  
NCJHS. The topic for discussion from the Torah was 
the scales and living life on an even keel. We are a 
congregation that does just that. 
 
With all of life’s ups and downs we always think of 
others with our Social Action events, our commitment 
to each other and to those serving in our military. For 
Operation Gratitude things were very quiet this past 
long summer. But thanks to Esther Perez and her 
beauty shops, we did well. 
 
                    On September 23 the birth sign of Libra  
                    appears and it is symbolized by the  
                    scales as is our tribe of Dan. All of life is  
                    a balancing act, and on the plus side I’m  
                    wishing everyone a positively wonderful 
healthy and happy New Year.  Shana tova! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Greetings from Pacific Southwest Region of 
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism  
 
It is not enough for me to ask a question; I want to 
know how to answer the one question that seems 
to encompass everything I face: What am I here for? 
Abraham Joshua Heschel 
 
As you contemplate challenging  
questions in the weeks ahead, and  
confront the obstacles and joys  
which the coming year holds, your partners in the 
Pacific Southwest Region of the United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism wish you the Strength, 
Comfort, Joy, and Wisdom which come from 
membership in a family and a community. 
 
May you have a happy, healthy and prosperous New 
Year. 
 
Frances Goldman Strasberg. President  
on behalf of the Pacific Southwest Region Board 
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Social Action Committee 
 
First, from our entire Social Action Committee and all 
our families, we would like to wish all of you and 
your families, a very Healthy, Happy, Sweet and 
Mitzvah filled New Year! 
 
Congregation Shir Ami is again having 
our annual High Holiday food drive  
for SOVA at our Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
services. Please bring your generous donations 
of non-perishable and non-breakable food donations 
with you to the Vineyard lobby (as you enter from 
the parking lot) and deposit them in the SOVA 
barrels. As you know, SOVA helps 13,000 families a 
month with food donations. Every food bank is near 
empty, so we truly need you to please fill up your 
shopping bags with peanut butter, cans of tuna, 
chicken, salmon, vegetables, soup, and fruit, as well 
as pasta and healthy cereals. We can also accept 
NEW toiletries and new and gently used children's 
books. Thank you in advance for your kindness with 
this special mitzvah project! May you always be on 
the giving end and never be in need of food, but if 
you do need food, SOVA will be there for you too. 
SOVA also accepts your check donations directly 
by mail or drop off at their warehouse. 
 
Mitzvah Day is Sunday, November 2! This  
year we will be at Temple Judea on  
Lindley Ave in Tarzana for our Mitzvah  
Day projects. There is plenty of parking,  
and we look forward to seeing you there.  
Back by popular demand, we will again be filling 
backpacks for the School on Wheels Project. And 
we will be doing a surprise Jewish World Watch 
project, and have tables set up for card writing for 
Project MOT and Operation Gratitude. Remember 
to call Charlene Kazel (818) 701-7679 to let her 
know you will be bringing books for our military 
collections. If you have not yet registered for Mitzvah 
Day, use the flyer in this newsletter and send in your 
check marked for Mitzvah Day as soon as possible. 
See the flyer for more information. 
 
We are now collecting Target $10 gift 
cards for the moms and their children in   
the Domestic Violence Shelters we help sponsor. 
The shelters have expanded and it is our goal to 
give each mom and each child a Target gift card for 
Hanukkah. Mail your gift cards directly to me and if 
you have any questions, please contact me directly. 
 
In December we will again be visiting the West 
Valley Healthcare Center in West Hills for our  
  
 
 
 

annual Hanukkah celebration, more information next 
month. Thank you in advance for your support and help 
with our many mitzvah projects. We are very appreciative 
and proud to be part of such a mitzvah oriented congre-
gation. May we live to be 120 and continue to do many 
more mitzvah projects together. Shana Tova! 
 
Fran Kobulnick, Social Action Vice President 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Notes from our Cantor  
by Cantor Roger Goodman 
 
Yom Kippur seems to operate on two differ- 
ent levels, plural vs. singular. We stand as  
a people, in solidarity with Jews all around the whole 
world, all at the same time. But we also have an intense 
session of personal examination and self-improvement. 
 
Out of 45 years of leading High Holy Day services, there 
are two times when Yom Kippur was most memorable. 
The first was in 1973, when I was Kol Bo (cantor, leader, 
d’rash giver, Torah reader, Shofar blower, etc.) in 
Victorville. What is now a commercial air logistics center 
was then George Air Force Base, where pilots who 
already had their wings received the next stage of 
training, learning to fly F-4 Phantoms, at that time the 
best fighter planes in the fleet. 

At services, held in the beautiful new base chapel, the 
Jewish air force personnel were joined by some families 
who lived in town. I had learned on Rosh Hashanah that 
groups of Israeli pilots had trained there, making friends 
and also a good impression. I stayed on base and, 
arriving early, even had the thrill of sitting in the cockpit of 
an F-4. 

                                                On Yom Kippur, the clock  
                                                radio woke me not just with 
                                                bland news but with non- 
                                                stop reporting about Israel  
                                                at war, after a surprise  
                                                Egyptian attack. How hard  
                                                it was to concentrate 
during services all day long, as people who drifted in and 
out of the chapel brought constant updates about the 
battles. Would this be a favorable Day of Judgment for 
Israel? 

The second Yom Kippur I’ll  
never forget was in 1995,  
when I was cantor in Anaheim 
Hills. I had planned to leave  
home before Kol Nidre by  
noon to beat the afternoon traffic to Orange County. I 
was all ready to leave, just waiting for TV to show the 
verdict in the murder trial of O. J. Simpson. I was 
outraged, as were many others, by the pronouncement of 
not guilty. 
 
Once again, my thoughts during the next 24 hours were 
disturbed by the dissonance between services and the 
world outside. On a day when we pray for forgiveness 
 

for our misdeeds before the Divine Judge, it seemed 
that someone just got away with murder. As we were 
pleading for justice and mercy, a big injustice had 
taken place. How to reconcile the human court 
system with our personal atonement before God? 

Our confessions in Ashamnu are plural, because we 
are all responsible for society’s behavior. But I think 
that the essence of the day is singular, as expressed 
in a silent personal prayer added at the end of the 
Yom Kippur Amidah: “May it be your will, Hashem, 
my God and God of my ancestors, that I won’t sin 
any more.” In other words, don’t harden my heart, as 
you did to Pharaoh. Instead, align my intention with 
Yours, and Yours with mine, to soften my heart. 
 
I hope that you will join me for all of the congre-
gational singing on Yom Kippur. Keep alive our 
Jewish tradition of Prayer in Song. Lift up your voice! 
Join millions of Jews around the world. If you don’t 
read Hebrew, please refer to the transliterations 
booklet and the accompanying cross reference of 
machzor pages. 

I am looking forward to Yom Kippur at Shir Ami, and 
I hope to greet each and every one of you. Melody, 
Joshua and his wife Julia, Jeffrey and his fiancée 
Sarah, Kenneth, Daniel, and my parents Milton and 
Frances join me in wishing all of you a year of 
peace, good health, joy, and harmony. 

L’Shanah Tovah uM’tukah, 
A joyous and sweet New Year 



 
It was Max’s athletic skill and determination that got 
him over the last hurdle for the Golani, climbing over 
a high wall with a heavy backpack. Even the taller 
soldiers have to jump to reach 
the top of the wall to pull  
themselves over. Max had to  
jump onto the wall and spring  
to grab the top and pull himself  
over. He would practice on  
Saturday when the commander couldn’t tell a soldier 
how to spend Shabbat. 
 
Max went on to achieve sharpshooter status and was 
praised by his commanders and fellow infrantymen 
for his leadership, dedication, and devotion to 
service. Before his fatal APC attack, Max and some 
others were riding in a tank that collided with another 
IDF tank. Some sufferred broken bones, but Max, 
despite lesser injury, insisted he needed to get back 
into action and get back to his friends. 
 
When the Steinberg family was informed of his death 
by Israeli Consul General David Siegel and others 
from his office, their first reaction was to fly his body 
to Los Angeles for burial. But they soon realized that 
Max would want to be buried on Mount Herzl in the 
military cemetery. The next day the family flew to 
Israel and arranged for the funeral. Two days later, 
Wednesday, July 23, Rabbi Dov Lipman, a member 
of the Knesset originally from New Jersey, conducted 
the funeral service in which his family and several 
Israel dignitaries delivered eulogies. Despite the 
short notice, when word got out about Max’s burial, 
over 30,000 Israelis who never knew him attended 
the funeral. Thousands waited in line to pay respect 
to the family during shiva. 
 
On Tuesday night, August 12, 
a memorial tribute, funded by 
philanthropist Haim Saban,  
was held for Max at the Saban Theatre in Beverly 
Hills. I was one of almost a thousand people to 
attend. Rabbi David Baron of the Temple of the Arts 
that holds services at the Saban Theatre served as 
master of ceremonies. David Suissa, president of 
the Jewish Journal (another event sponsor) spoke 
briefly. Rabbi Lipman flew from Israel to speak, 
saying Max lifted the spirits of the entire nation. 
President of Birthright David Fisher praised Max as 
the epitome of the Birthright’s goals and achieve-
ments. Max’s parents and siblings, as well as high 
school friends and fellow Golani Lone Soldiers 
recalled highlights of Max’s life.  
 
In life Max was a young man who lived his values; in 
death he became an icon of Birthright and Israel. 
 
 
 
 

page 6                                                                                                                                October 2014 
Biography of the Month: Max Steinberg 
by Stan Schroeder 
 
Operation Protective Edge is the 
name given to the military response 
by Israel to the rocket attacks on 
Israeli cities by Hamas and other  
terrorist groups in Gaza. It started 
July 8 with IDF air strikes on rocket 
launchers and other weapons sites and evolved into a 
ground invasion July 17 when the rocket attacks 
escalated and Hamas attempted to launch attacks from 
the sea and tunnels dug from Gaza into southern Israel. 
One of the early IDF soldiers killed when his armored 
personnel carrier (APC) was ambushed on July 20 was 
Max Steinberg. 
 
Max, who would have been 25 on November 27, had 
volunteered as a “Lone Soldier” (young men and women 
with no family in Israel) in the IDF in September of 2012. 
His younger brother and sister, Jake and Paige, 
convinced Max to join them on the Birthright ten day trip 
to Israel in June. The trip impacted all three, but Max 
most of all. At the time he was 22, attending Pierce 
College, and searching for a direction to his life. Each 
group has one or more IDF soldiers with them for part of 
the tour. Their group had a member of the Golani 
Brigade. Max decided he wanted to join the Golani. 
 
So he studied with Paige to improve his admittedly poor 
Hebrew and went back to Israel to volunteer. After he 
was accepted into basic training his mother Evie recalled 
he was asked what position he’d like to fill in the army. 
Max stressed that he wanted to be trained as a fighter. 
Apparently not entirely convinced that a short [5 ft. 3 in.], 
scrawny kid from Los Angeles should be in combat, the 
questioner repeated the same question two more times.  
He finally said, “You’ve asked me that question, ask me 
another question. I’ve already answered that, you’ve 
asked me three times what I want to do. This is what I 
want to do.” 
 
Max, who attended El Camino High School in Woodland 
Hills, was a very good athlete. In soccer he was known as 
Mighty Max, and in baseball he excelled at stealing 
bases. What he lacked in size, he more than made up in 
heart, grit, and determination.  
 
His father Stuart said, “Max was a devoted Patriot’s fan. 
When Patriot’s owner Robert Kraft [Jewish] learned of 
Max’s passing, Mr. Kraft sent us a letter stating he had 
seen a picture of Max wearing a Patriots cap. He wrote 
‘he represents the consummate patriot and I am forever 
grateful for the sacrifices he made to keep our beloved 
Israel safe’”. 



New Event: Torah and Shabbat Study 
with Stan Schroeder 
by Stan Schroeder 
 
Congregation Shir Ami is downsizing  
to two Shabbat services a month for  
ten months as of the current fiscal  
year July, 2014. There are no services 
in July or August. To make up for part of the missing  
                       Shabbat services, I will lead a Shabbat  
                       study session one Saturday morning a 
                       month at 10:30 at the Northridge Mobile 
                       Home Park Rec Room, 19120 Nordhoff 
                       St. We will discuss the weekly Torah 
portion, the Shabbat prayers that are included in our 
Contemporary service, and various subjects relevant 
to Conservative Judaism.  
 
Our first session will be October 11, the Shabbat 
during Sukkot. The Torah reading will be from Exodus 
33 and 34, the giving of the Torah/“Ten Command-
ments” at Mt. Sinai, and concludes with observing the 
three pilgrimage festivals, including Sukkot. 
  
Call Stan at (818) 718-7466 for more information. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Ritual Committee 
 
As of this writing Congregation Shir Ami has enjoyed 
its first Shabbat service at New Community Jewish 
High School September 6. Rabbi Vorspan started 
the service by telling the 50 in the congregation how 
happy he was to have finally brought together his 
weekend job (our rabbi) and his weekday job as 
Rabbi-in-residence at “New Jew” (as the high school is 
affectionately called by its students). Our room is 
conveniently located near the main entrance and our 
kiddush is set up in the foyer right outside the room, 
with unaccostomed spacious seating for after-service 
shmoozing and noshing. 
 
Thanks to Esther Perez, Helga Unkeless, and Claire 
Silverman for arriving early and setting up for our 
kiddush. Thanks also to Leon Nachenberg for helping 
me move our prayerbooks and plaques to New Jew 
from the storage area at the Vineyard in his new van. I 
encourage everyone to come and see our beautiful 
new home and enjoy Rabbi Vorspan’s Contemporary 
Shabbat service. 
 
Friday evening, August 15, over 20 Shir Ami members, 
together with over 900 members of 11 other Valley 
congregations and 6 Jewish organizations attended 
the annual Shabbat in the Park at Warner Center Park 
in Woodland Hills. 
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This multi-generational event featured arts and 
crafts, Torah talks by participating rabbis (including 
Rabbi Vorspan), a drum circle, and letter writing to 
IDF Lone Soldiers during the pre-service Shabbat 
picnic meal time. The service included an 
introduction by our own Carol Koransky, Federa-
tion Executive Vice President. All the rabbis and 
cantors were on the stage and led the enthusiastic 
singing and prayers. Our Lou Loomis coordinated 
the arrangements with the City Parks Department. 
 
Among the exhibits in the Park was  
PJ Library, a Federation supported  
organization that distributes Jewish  
children’s books. Sheilah Hart is  
shown with her selected book at their  
booth. This Jewish community event  
was planned by Shalom Institute 
and Temple Kol Tikvah. The many 
activities and picnic festivities ran 
                                       smoothly, thanks to the  
                                       adult and teen volunteers  
                                       who directed participants  
                                       and helped with all the 
                                       necessary tasks of such a  
                                       large operation. One of  
                                       these teens was Rosie 
Pistol-Boesch (the girl on the left), granddaughter 
of Paullette Pistol and Jordan Pistol‘s niece. 
 
We also had over 50 in attendance  
Friday night, September 12 at Temple 
Ramat Zion for our annual BBQ and  
Barchu and Service under the Stars.  
Hovav Catering provided their usual  
delicious barbecued chicken dinner. Many of us 
wore white to remind Rabbi Vorspan of his days at 
Jewish summer camp. Thanks to Harvey Cohen for 
organizing the event and Gladys Sturman for a 
donation that offset additional catering costs. 
 
                  The conclusion of the service was Rabbi 
                  Vorspan’s traditional bubbameister  
                  sermon. He quizzed us with over 20  
                  Jewish beliefs we have been taught as  
                  to whether they were true or false. For  
                  instance, if you sell your house to 
another Jew you are only obligated to leave the 
parchment of the mezuzah, not the case, and you 
may ask for remuneration for the parchment. 
 
Stan Schroeder, Ritual Vice President 
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During Sukkot we are told 
To welcome guests into our fold. 
For the poor we must provide 
Food and shelter by our side. 
 

Family and friends come to dine; 
The meal starts with challah and wine. 
Also from the realm of heaven, 
We include another seven. 
 

The seven men, each a guest, 
Take their places with all the rest. 
They are seven of our sages, 
Heroes from our Bible’s pages. 
 

Abraham left his home in Ur. 
Where he was going, he wasn’t sure. 
By the One God, he was blessed, 
And somehow passed a scary test. 
 

God told Abraham, which wasn’t nice, 
To offer Isaac as a sacrifice. 
Isaac was saved to grow old and blind; 
Jacob inherited, leaving Esau behind. 
 

Jacob, in turn, married the wrong sister. 
He would have known if he had kissed her. 
Jacob wrestled with an angel all night long; 
Then Esau forgave him for doing wrong. 
 

Joseph was Jacob’s favorite by quite a bit; 
So his brothers threw him into a pit. 
He was taken to Egypt, advising Pharaoh; 
And gave grain to his brothers, as we know. 
 

Moses was raised in the palace royal; 
But to his people he was loyal. 
Out of slavery, God parted the Sea. 
After ten plagues, the Hebrews were free. 

Sukkot: The Seven Guests (Sheva Ushpizin) 

His brother Aaron.was there by his side; 
Appointed a priest, a spiritual guide. 
It was Aaron who made the calf of gold; 
But God forgave him, we are told. 
 

Finally we have David, our beloved King, 
Who slew Goliath with a sling. 
He conquered Jerusalem for his throne. 
In the Psalms, glorified God alone. 
 

Our list of guests is now complete. 
The sheva ushpizin, what a treat. 
And we can ask them what we please. 
I would raise questions, by degrees. 
 

“Oh, wise sages of our veneration, 
Is the world any better than your generation? 
For all our efforts to spread God’s Word, 
Do you think our leaders even heard?” 
 

“Have we come together as fellow Jews, 
Or are we divided by our differing views? 
Is Eretz Yisrael the land of our dreams, 
Or in eternal conflict, as it certainly seems?” 
 

“Is there a purpose to each living soul, 
Or are we actors, each playing a role? 
When we look around at our fellow man, 
Can this be a stage of some Divine Plan?” 
 

I know you each lived in time of strife. 
Yet made a contribution with your life. 
By your example, and tzaddiks to this day, 
May we find that elusive Godly way. 
 

In our sukkah at this time of great joy, 
Let’s use all the gifts we can employ. 
Let’s find a way, each doing a part, 
To bring Torah to the world from our heart! 

Stan Schroeder 
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TREE OF LIFE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This beautiful Tree of Life, with leaves 
priced at $100 and rocks at $250 (one 
remaining), makes a perfect way to 
celebrate family occasions and support 
Congregation Shir Ami. 
 
The Tree is on a rosewood background 
and consists of gold-colored leaves and 
rocks. It is displayed at all Congregation 
Shir Ami services and events. 
 
For more information or to place an order, 
call Sherry Dollins at (818) 886-7590. 
 

Congregation Shir Ami Memorial Board 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to honor the memory of your 
loved ones by dedicating plaques on our new 
Memorial Board, please call Clara Rosenbluth 
at (818) 348-1498 so she may mail you an 
order form. The cost of each plaque is $36. 
 
Each plaque may contain up to three lines of 
engraving: English name, Hebrew name, and 
the years of birth and death. Both of our 
Memorial Boards are displayed at all our 
services. 



Shop at Ralphs - Earn Money for Shir Ami 
by Maralyn Soifer 
 
Here is an easy way to earn 
money for our Temple. We  
are now officially a Ralphs’ community agency. All 
you have to do is follow these simple instructions to 
help earn money for Congregation Shir Ami. 
 
1.   If you don’t have a Ralph’s rewards card already, 

go to the store or go to website www.ralphs.com 
and select Order a Ralphs reward card. 

2.   Once you have your card, go to the website: 
www.ralphs.com and select Create an account 

3.   If you have an account, your email address is your 
account ID. If you forgot your password, select  
Forgot your password?  and you will receive an 
email with instructions to reset it. Follow the 
instructions to enter your email address and 
create a new password. 

4.   If you already have a Ralph’s reward card and an 
account, you will see Account Summary when you 
login. You can change to our Temple by clicking 
on Edit within Community Rewards.  

 

Congregation Shir Ami 
P.O. Box 6353 
Woodland Hills, CA 91365 
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      You can do a search for Congregation Shir Ami 
by putting in the number 92785.  Our congrega-
tion will pop up and click on the button next to 
the name. Click on the button that saves the 
changes.   

5.   You should also check the bottom of your 
receipt when you shop. It should say “At your 
request, Ralph’s is donating to 
CONGREGATION SHIR AMI”. 

6.   If all else fails, call me in the evening at (818) 
704-0306. I’ll be happy to walk you through it. 

7.   Start Shopping! 
 
Make sure that the clerk swipes your card each 
time you shop. Verify that your receipt shows a 
contribution to Congregation Shir Ami at the 
bottom.  
 
Important Note: All participants must confirm 
their selection annually starting in September. 
On or after September 1, sign into your account 
and reconfirm Community Rewards selection. 
 



High Holiday Food Drive
September 24th – October 4th

29 Elul 5774 – 10 Tishrei 5775

Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles { SOVA depends on your donations to meet the ongoing hunger 
crisis in our community.  Donations directly benefit the nearly 12,000 people who visit our three 
pantries each month – people of all ages, races and religions.  Please be as generous as you can be – 
the need has never been greater.   Listed below are our greatest needs.  

We also welcome other non-perishable foods, personal hygiene items and children’s books including:

For more information, please visit www.jfsla.org/SOVA 
Or call Kathi Dawidowicz at (818) 988-7682 ext. 120.

Dry Beans
Dry Pasta
Dry Milk

100% Juice
Oatmeal

Tomato Sauce
Canned Beans

Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Canned Pasta

Cooking Oil
Kosher Foods
Diapers/Wipes

Soap
Shampoo/Conditioner

Razors
Deodorant

Lotion
Toothpaste

Toothbrushes

Canned Tuna/Fish
Canned Meats

(beef stew, chili w/meat, chicken etc.)

Canned or Dry Soup
Whole Grain Cereal

Peanut Butter
Rice

Please avoid expired, opened or perishable foods.



Congregation Shir Ami presents 
Brunch and Learn with Chazzan Mike Stein 

Jewish Music from the Shofar to the Saxophone 

Mike Stein has been the cantor at Temple Aliyah since 2000. He 
combines his rich Jewish heritage in New York’s Conservative 
movement with a successful career in music and theater. He will 
speak, sing, and perform in an entertaining and informative 
presentation of Jewish Music from the Shofar to the Saxophone. 
Chazzan Stein is a multi-talented musician who has performed with 
Theodore Bikel and Craig Taubman. You may have seen him and 
his family musical group, the Rolling Steins, perform at the 2010 
Sturman Celebration of Jewish Life. 

Sunday morning, October 12 at 11 o’clock 
Northridge Mobile Home Park Recreation Room 

19120 Nordhoff St., Northridge 
 $10 per person ($18 for sponsor) 

Call Stan Schroeder at (818) 718-7466 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Brunch & Learn reservation: Please mail by October 6 
Name:                               Mail check payable to Congregation Shir Ami 
No. of tickets:                    Congregation Shir Ami 
Regular      Sponsor          P.O. Box 6353 
Phone:                              Woodland Hills, CA 91365 
 



Tuesday October 14, 7:30 - 9:00 pm 
Sukkah Neighborhood Party at the Vorspans’ 
 

Fulfill the mitzvah to “dwell in the sukkah”, shake the  
lulav and etrog, and enjoy Bonnie’s refreshments. See 
how the Vorspans have decorated their sukkah this year, 
meet your old and make new Shir Ami friends. 
 

Thursdays October 23 and 30, 7:30 - 8:30 pm 
“Around the Rabbi’s Tisch” at the Vorspans’ 

 

                           This popular Shir Ami educational series starts its  
                              5775 season. Come join us for our weekly discussion 
                              of Rabbi Vorspan’s selected topics of Jewish interest.  
                              We discuss Jewish texts and current events as they 
relate to Jewish values and our lives as Jews. This is a unique 
opportunity to learn and share in an informal format around the 
Vorspans’ dining room table.  
 
The Vorspans’ home is located at 22320 Philiprimm St. in  Woodland 
Hills. Call Rabbi Vorspan at (818) 888-9817 for more information. 
 

Saturday October 11, 10:30 am New Event: Torah/ 
Shabbat Study at Northridge Mobile Home Park 
 
Stan Schroeder will lead a Shabbat study session one Saturday 
morning a month at 10:30 at the Northridge Mobile Home Park  
Rec Room, 19120 Nordhoff St. We will discuss the weekly Torah portion, 
the Shabbat prayers that are included in our Contemporary service, and 
various subjects relevant to Conservative Judaism.  
 
                   Our first session will be October 11, the Shabbat during  
                   Sukkot. The Torah reading will be from Exodus 33 and 34,  
                   the giving of the Torah/“Ten Commandments” at Mt. Sinai,  
                   and concludes with observing the three pilgrimage festivals,  
                   including Sukkot. Call Stan at (818) 718-7466 for more 
information. 
 



 
Congregation Shir Ami 

 
Schedule of High Holy Days Services 

5775/2014 
 

Rabbi David E. Vorspan 
Hazzan Roger Goodman 

 
All Services will be held at 

The Vineyard 
6642 Reseda Blvd. 

Reseda 
 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Wednesday, September 24th 

8:00 pm 
 

Rosh Hashanah 1st Day 
Thursday, September 25th 

9:00 am 
 

Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day Contemporary Service 
Friday, September 26th 

10:00 am 
 

Kol Nidre 
         Friday, October 3rd     

6:45 pm 
 

Yom Kippur 
              Saturday, October 4th 

10:00 am 
   Yizkor approximately 12:45 pm 

Blessing of Children approximately 7:15 pm 
 
 

www.shirami.com 
 
 

David Vorspan 
Rabbi 

Roger Goodman 
Hazzan 

Jordan Pistol 
President 



Congregation Shir Ami Schedule of Shabbat Services 2014 
Conducted by Rabbi David Vorspan at  

New Community Jewish High School, 22622 Vanowen St., West Hills 
Services held in library near the front entrance 

 
Friday 8:00 pm, Saturday 10:30 am (unless otherwise noted) 

 
September 2014  
Saturday, September 6 -  Birthday 
Friday, September 12 - BBQ and Barchu at Temple Ramat Zion 
  Dinner at 6:45 pm, Service Under the Stars following dinner 
Saturday, September 20 - Anniversary 
 

October 2014  
Saturday, October 18 - Birthday 
Saturday, October 25 - Anniversary 
 

November 2014  
Saturday, November 1 - Birthday 
Saturday, November 15 - Anniversary 
 

December 2014  
Saturday, December 6 - Birthday 
Saturday, December 20 - Anniversary 
 
 

David Vorspan 
Rabbi 

Jordan Pistol 
President 

If you would like more information about our congregation please visit our 
website at www.shirami.com 

 



Our Social Action 
Committee will once 
again organize our 
congregation to fill 
school backpacks for 
the School on Wheels 
program. 
 

Congregation Shir Ami Mitzvah Day 
Sunday, November 2 at 9:00 AM sharp 

Temple Judea Social Hall 
5429 Lindley Ave., Tarzana 

 

Every week, hundreds of School on Wheels’ volunteer tutors give hope, educational assistance 
and support to the thousands of homeless children living in Southern California. 
 
School on Wheels provides one-on-one tutoring for homeless kids who live in shelters, motels, 
group foster homes and on the streets. In addition to weekly tutoring and mentoring, every 
student receives a backpack, school supplies, and uniforms; students get assistance enrolling in 
school and with locating and filing school records; and each student receives a toll-free phone 
number for around-the-clock School on Wheels’ support. 
 
They do all this with no government funding. They survive through the donations of people like 
you who believe as we do that every child has potential and every volunteer makes a difference. 
 

Other Mitzvah projects will be available to those who must sit down. 
Please bring non-breakable/non-perishable food for the SOVA food drive.  
For further information call Mike Easley at (818) 625-4281 or Leon 
Nachenberg at (818) 885-6736 . 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Name: ________________________________ Mail this tear-off to sign 
Phone No. ____________                                  up for Mitzvah Day 2014 
Number of backpacks @ $15 each:  _________ 
Other donation:      $18       $36       $54       $72       $108       $216 
I will attend: YES        NO        Number of people attending: _________ 
Checks must be payable to Congregation Shir Ami (put Mitzvah Day in 
the memo) and mailed to P.O. Box 6353          Community Service School 
Woodland Hills, CA 91365                                credit for students 
                 
 




