
                                      Rabbi’s Column 

                             . 
                              This summer, Bonnie and I took a paddle boat along the  
                              Mississippi. But the paddles were broken, completely  
                              immobile, yet the boat glided down the river. It turns out  
                              that the paddles were only for show. 
 
It reminded me of when I was around 9 years old and my family was visiting 
Disneyland. We boarded the Mark Twain (also a paddle boat). One of 
those working this particular Disneyland attraction asked me if I would like 
to pilot the boat. Of course, I jumped at the chance. 
 
But as I sat in the captain’s seat, rotating the big paddle wheel, I got to 
wondering if I was really in control. So I began to steer toward the banks on 
the left just to test this out. And the boat started moving in that direction! 
Realizing the power I truly had, I piloted the Mark Twain on a more proper 
route, and we completed our journey successfully. In recognition of this 
achievement, I was given a special certificate recognizing my short life as a 
river boat pilot.  
 
But, as proud as I was, I was also troubled by the thought that Disneyland 
would place such a responsibility on a mere adolescent. So the next time 
we visited the theme park and gave our coupon (I think it was a “B” ticket) 
to board the Mark Twain, I paid particular attention to the route we took. 
 
And, sure enough, the boat headed  
for the shore on the left almost as  
soon as we left the doc. And then  
quickly navigated back to the center  
of the river. It turned out the Mark  
Twain was on a track, that no amount 
of steering by a pilot would make a  
difference, and that my piloting efforts 
were a complete sham! 
 
Just like the paddle wheel on this real paddle boat we journeyed on this 
summer. 
 
And it got me thinking. Is there anything so wrong with taking action when 
we are, in fact, merely deluding ourselves that we are in control? 
 
That our children turn out the way they do because of how we raised them? 
That our prayers affect someone’s health and recovery? That when we are 
good we will be rewarded? That what goes around comes around? That if 
we practice really hard we will get good, regardless of the level of our 
talent? That if we exercise, we will live longer? 
 
My answer is: no, there’s nothing wrong with it. Because there is a kernel of 
truth to each of these examples, and the many not mentioned. So long as 
we don’t fool ourselves, there can be a wonderful sense of accomplishment 
in the modest achievements we make in life.           (continued on page 2) 
 
 
 
 

 

August 

Shabbat in the Park 
Friday, August 15, 5:00 pm 
at Warner Center Park 
 
The Jewish Federation and 
Shalom Institute are sponsoring 
the 2nd annual Valley Shabbat in 
the Park in conjunction with several 
Valley congregations, including Shir 
Ami. See flyer and Ritual article.. 
--------------------------------------------  
September 

Shabbat services 
at New Community Jewish 
High School 
 

Saturday, September 6, 10:30 am 
  Birthday Shabbat 
Saturday, September 20, 10:30 am 
  Anniversary Shabbat 
See Ritual Committee on page 9. 
--------------------------------------------  
BBQ and Barchu 
Friday, Sept. 12,  6:30 pm 
at Temple Ramat Zion 
 
Our annual BBQ dinner will be 
catered by TRZ Chef Hovav Ben-
Tov, followed by White Shabbat 
Service Under the Stars. See article 
on page 4 and flyer. Call Harvey 
Cohen at (818) 993-6042. 
-------------------------------------------- 
High Holy Day services at 
Valley Vineyard  
 
Wednesday, September 24 - 8 pm 
  Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Thursday, September 25 - 9 am 
  Rosh Hashanah 1st Day 
Friday, September 26 - 10 am 
  Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day 
See Ritual Committee on page 9. 
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Mailbox 
 
Dear Shir Ami Family, 
 
I arrived safely in Texas about 12:30 today  
(Monday, July 7th). I had a wonderful uneventful trip that 
was fun. I saw parts of the country I've never seen 
before. I especially enjoyed all the changing landscapes 
in New Mexico. Tomorrow, I have an appointment at  
9 am for a framing inspection of my new home, so that's 
really exciting. 
 
The escrow on my home in Arleta closed on July 3rd 
and I left for Texas on Saturday the 5th. I'll keep 
everyone in the loop as far as a job goes, which I'll start 
looking for later this week. I miss all of you already. 
Please know that you're always in my heart and I'll never 
forget you! 
 
Love, Donna Levine 
PS: My home phone number is (432) 272 0810. 

Congregational News 
 
Get well wishes rafuah schleimah to: 
 
Frank Locasio knee surgery 
Laura Simon 
 
May they be blessed with a complete recovery in 
body and spirit. 
 

President’s Report 
 
Shalom, 
 
It may seem a bit early, but since this 
issue of Shir Notes covers August and 
September, Shana Tova! 
 
I hope you all enjoyed your July vacation, but if you 
didn’t, there’s always the August vacation. With two 
months of rest, everyone should be ready to charge 
into the New Year in September. 
 
But before we leave August behind, please mark 
Friday, August 15 on your calendars for the 
Community Shabbat in the Park at Warner Park in 
Woodland Hills. Most of the congregations in the 
San Fernando Valley will be represented and, as 
long as we are “between” locations, why not drop in! 
 
And while we’re still in August and on vacation, 
make sure you check out the membership renewal 
packets you received and renew your membership. 
 
As we go into a new year, what goes better with a 
new year a new home? Beginning on September 6, 
we will be holding our Shabbat services at New 
Community Jewish High School. Generally, we will 
hold Saturday Shabbat services on the first and third 
Saturdays of each month, but there may be some 
adjustments, so check our schedule.  
 
Once we are firmly ensconced and comfortable at 
NCJHS, it’s back to TRZ on September 12 for our 
annual BBQ and Barchu as we feast on chicken 
dinner prepared by Chef Hovav Ben-Tov, followed 
by a Shabbat Service under the stars, led by Rabbi 
Vorspan.  
 
Now that everyone is totally confused about where 
we are holding services, we have the upcoming 
High Holy Days Services at our shul-away-from-
shul (or maybe our shul-away-from-shul-away-from 
shul), The Vineyard, beginning on Wednesday 
night, September 24.  
 
So, in one month, we will be holding services in 
three different venues. Who else but the Shir Ami 
board could come up with such mishegas! 
 
And if that weren’t enough, once we get past the 
High Holy Days, we’ve got special events: Social 
Action Mitzvah Day, Around the Rabbi’s Tisch (and 
on the Rebbitzen’s Chairs) and everything else that 
spells “Congregation Shir Ami.” 
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If you have any questions or want to provide your 
input, please feel free to email me at 
JDPistol@aol.com.. 
 
Thank you. 
Jordan Pistol, President 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Rabbi’s Column (continued) 
 
That we do have some control. And we need to 
believe this, because the alternative is to do nothing, 
when we could have controlled the outcome by doing 
something! 
 
And isn’t this what the High Holy Days are all about? 
Making positive changes, hoping and praying that the 
results will make a difference in our lives and the 
lives of others? And that we can make the world a 
little better, a little brighter, because we are in it? 
Even when the paddle wheel is broken. 
 
Rabbi David Vorspan 
 
 
 



Congregation Shir Ami Tribute Cards  
 
Thanks to Phyllis Schroeder for  
sending your cards celebrating  
simchas and conveying your get- 
well and condolence messages.  
 
She is creative with individualized,  
artistic cards that include a message  
and color graphics. Call her at (818) 718-7466. 
Minimum donation of $5 per card is appreciated. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
Yahrzeits 
 
Rabbi David and Bonnie Vorspan for Rabbi Max Vorspan 
Esther Perez for Meyer Jacob Paparo 
Rose Chaplan for Rachel March and Morris Chaplan 
Jacquie Gordon for Marshall Gordon 
Ann and Seymour Potell for Libby Blankstein 
Lilllian Horwitz for Mrs. Wishner 
Irving Strassner  for Ann Perelmutter 
Andrea and Leon Nachenberg for Milton Stover 
Nancy and Lonnie Scharf for Claire Halprin 
Stephanie and Dov Landau for Nathan Silk 
Fran Friedman for Dorothy Miller and Shirley Seidenfeld 
Jack Kutcher for Faye Kutcher 
Shirley Shapiro 
Frances Black for Andrea Black and Ralph Black 
Carol and Art Altshiller for Albert Heiser 
Esther Perez for Moreno S. Perez 
Betty and Harvey Cohen for Sally Cohen 
Ann and Seymour Pottell for Herman Blankstein 
Claire and Lew Silverman  
Lynn Cherney for Dora Cherney and Ida Dones 
Laurie and Ed Orens for Estelle Rick 
Nancy and Lonny Scharf for Roslyn Scharf 
Fiona Taylor for Gladys Miles 
Ed Schackman 
Rae and Armand Wazana for Sam Wazana and  
  Marc Wazana 
Ann and Seymour Potell for Sarah Potell and Al Potell  
Fiona Taylor for Mel Taylor and Mike Konrad 
 
 
Birthdays 
 
Stan Rosenbluth 
Ethel Granik 
Phyllis Schroeder 
Paula Mishkin 
 
Anniversaries 
 
Rabbi David and Bonnie Vorspan 
Rabbi Ahud and Alisha Vorspan 
Elana and Ben Vorspan 
Bette and Owen Delman 
Clara and Stan Rosenbluth 
Paula and Paul Frankel 
 

Dedicated Prayer Book  
 
Betty and Harvey Cohen in honor of  
  Bette and Owen Delman’s 50th anniversary 
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DONATIONS 
Congregation Shir Ami wishes to 
acknowledge the following donations: 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
Birthdays 
 
Sam Hochberg................................ 
Phyllis Robinson............................. 
Edward Schneier............................. 
Paula Frankel.................................. 
Art Altshiller..................................... 
Stan Schroeder.............................. 
Lee Stark....................................... 
Paul Frankel.................................. 
Fay Schneier.................................  
Paullette Pistol.............................. 
Robert Licht................................... 
Ed Halem...................................... 
Esther Karalnick............................ 
Maralyn Soifer.............................. 
 

Anniversaries 
 
Nancy and Lonny Scharf............... 
Claire and Lew Silverman............... 
Heather and Mark Hyman.............. 
Carol and Art Altshiller.................... 
Linda and Harvey Tapper............. 
Andrea and Leon Nachenberg........ 
Carol and Irwin Koransky............... 
Lorraine and Edwin Orens.............. 
 

8/5      
8/5                  
8/5 
8/6       
8/12  
8/24 
8/24 
8/27 
9/4 
9/5      
9/8                  
9/9 
9/16       
9/26 
 

 
 
8/2        27th 
8/7        59th 
8/10      11th 
8/19      34th 
8/19      42nd 
9/2        45th 
9/9        47th 
9/27      55th 
 
 
 

$ 

Shaina Vorspan 
Bonnie Vorspan 
Jay Cohen 
Gale Cohen 

Our Condolences 
 
We regret to inform the congre- 
gational family of the passing of: 
Harold Kovar, father of member 
Jerry Kovar; Janice Schneier, daughter of 
members Fay and Ed Schneier; and  former 
Temple Beth Ami member Whitey Kutcher.  
 
May God comfort the Kovar, Schneier, and Kutcher 
families at this time of their bereavement.  
 



some other fun projects as well. Please send in your 
Mitzvah Day flyers and generous donations as soon 
as possible! See flyer in this Shir Notes. 
 
This year we will again be holding our  
annual High Holy Day SOVA food  
drive at the Vineyard where we hold  
our services. Our SOVA barrels will again be located 
in the lobby as you enter from the parking lot. We are 
asking that you start collecting non-perishable and 
non-breakable food now, so that you will be able to 
help us fill our barrels for Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. We have not collected any food this summer 
for SOVA, so we are hoping you will all be as 
generous as you have been in the past at the High 
Holy Days. See the SOVA flyer in this Shir Notes.  For 
more information call Fran Kobulnick at (818) 345-
2405. Remember to save your new and gently used 
children's books for SOVA too. 
 
The Social Action Committee and our families wish 
you and your families a happy, healthy, prosperous. 
and mitzvah filled new year! 
 
Shalom and L'Shana Tovah, 
 
Fran Kobulnick, Social Action Vice President 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Operation Gratitude and Project MOT 
by Charlene Kazel 
 
For those of us who follow the  
signs of the Zodiac, we are now in  
Leo time. And while “she seeks seashells by the  
                             seashore”, we are collecting books  
                             and much more for Operation  
                             Gratitude to send to our deployed  
                             troops worldwide. While you brave  
                             the heat and stay cool in the pool,  
                             follow the rule to donate and  
                             participate. The gifts we give to the 
military multitude is or way of showing our gratitude. 
That’s how we operate, we co-operate. 
 
As we get ready for the new year 5775 on the Hebrew 
calendar, I think of the quote by Eleanor Roosevelt: 
Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, and today 
is a gift; that’s why they call it the present. 
 
I wish everyone a very healthy, happy, prosperous, 
and peaceful new year of 5775. 
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Annual BBQ & Barchu  
by Harvey Cohen,  
Event Chairperson 
 
On September 12th, we will be  
celebrating an event of long-standing tradition at 
Congregation Shir Ami. The BBQ and Barchu will be 
held at Temple Ramat Zion and the services will be 
led by our own Rabbi Vorspan. As in years past, we 
ask that you wear white to help Rabbi Vorspan recall 
his teenage summers at Camp Ramah. 
 
The Shabbat meal will be catered by the Hovav 
Catering. We all know that he serves a delicious 
meal with barbeque chicken and fixin’s. The price of 
the dinner this year is $27 for adults. You can help to 
offset dinner expenses by becoming a sponsor at 
$35 per person.  
 
The dinner will be served at 6:45 pm and a service 
outside under the stars will follow at 8:00.  
 
In order to ensure that we order enough food for 
everyone who wants to attend, please send in your 
reservation and check by Monday, September 8th. 
See the flyer enclosed in this issue of the Shir 
Notes.  
 
I look forward to seeing you and your families after a 
long summer break as we prepare to celebrate the 
High Holy Days. 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

Social Action Committee 
 
First I would like to thank all of you who supported 
our annual Walk Around Lake Balboa June 1 to 
help raise money for American Jewish Educators 
Scholarship Fund. Special thanks to our member 
Marilyn Soifer who was our inspirational  
guest speaker. See pictures of the Walk 
on page 10. 
 
The Social Action Committee has already 
sent out letters for Mitzvah Day. This  
year Mitzvah Day is Sunday, November 2 
and we will be going to Temple Judea to  
use their facility, thanks to an arrangement made by 
Leon Nachenberg and Michael Opell of Temple 
Judea who is our connection for our backpack 
purchases.  We will be having our own Mitzvah Day 
Projects and look forward to seeing you there!  We 
are busy shopping for the supplies needed to fill our 
backpacks for School on Wheels, and planning  
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Notes from our Cantor  
by Cantor Roger Goodman 
 
Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi  
(1924-2014) passed away recently; many 
appreciative columns have been written. 
I too was privileged to meet and learn from 
him. A Chabad rabbi, he branched away from Orthodoxy 
                                  to become one of the founders and 
                                  leaders of the Jewish Renewal  
                                  movement, which aimed to add  
                                  more spirituality to Jewish worship  
                                  through meditation, movement,  
                                  dance, and simultaneous singing in 
                                  Hebrew and English translation to  
                                  the traditional prayer melodies. He  
                                  also sought interfaith dialog and 
sharing practices with other religious leaders, notably the 
Dalai Lama from Tibet. 
 
Back in the 1970s, I was an active member of the 
Westwood Free Minyan, known for its chavurah 
atmosphere, egalitarian everybody-sings services, pot-
luck Kiddush lunches, and long-lasting friendships. One 
Shabbat, we were honored to have Reb Zalman join us, 
not just for our usual morning service, but also for 
afternoon discussions, mincha, and ma’ariv. 

Inexperienced in “new age” methods of praying, I was 
frankly uncomfortable at first. But I quickly realized how 
Reb Zalman’s comprehensive knowledge of the siddur 
preserved its essence and authenticity even as he was 
making it more accessible. 
 
In particular, he told us of the time he participated in an 
interfaith spiritual quest, lasting several days somewhere 
in the beautiful Southwestern U.S., with followers of 
many religions in attendance. The first morning, he 
decided to say shach’rit on the roof at sunrise, 
surrounded by the glorious scenery. He donned his tallit 
and t’fillin and began to daven, shokeling with intensity 
towards Jerusalem (east). “Modeh ani l’fanekhah, Melekh 
chai v’kayam, she-hechezarta bi nishmati b'chemlah, 
rabah emunatekha. I offer thanks before you, living and 
eternal King, for You have mercifully restored my soul 
within me; Your faithfulness is great.” 
 
Out of the corner of his eye he saw a Native American 
attendee also on the roof saying his morning prayers, 
wearing a headdress, holding vegetables, leaves, prayer 
sticks (sticks bound with eagle feathers), and bags of 
sacred meal as offerings, and dancing as he faced the 
dawn (east). “When you arise in the morning, give thanks 
for the light, for your life and strength. Give thanks for  

your food, and the joy of living. If you see no reason 
for giving thanks, the fault lies with yourself.” -- 
Tecumseh, a Shawnee Chief 
 
Reb Zalman and his companion silently acknowl-
edged one another, nodded, and smiled, curious 
about their differences but, even more important, 
respectful of their similarities. They were two human 
beings beginning their day by worshipping God, 
admiring His works, asking for blessings, and 
seeking His guidance to accomplish meaningful 
actions. 
 
I’m reminded of one of Moses’s admonitions to Israel 
towards the end of his life. “And when you look up to 
the sky and behold the sun and the moon and the 
stars, the whole heavenly host, you must not be 
lured into bowing down to them or serving them. 
These the LORD your God allotted to the other 
peoples everywhere under heaven; but you the 
LORD took and brought out of Egypt, that iron-blast 
furnace, to be His very own people, as is now the 
case.” (Deut: 4:19-20) 
 
This is remarkable, because it says that the religions 
of other peoples are not in and of themselves 
forbidden, but only to Jews, whose path is the 
Torah. God created all people with spirituality, and 
He determined methods of worship for all as 
stepping stones to higher beliefs, so they are all 
worshipping Him even if they don’t know it yet. 
 
Soon we will observe Rosh  
Hashanah, the head of the  
year on which we say:  
“Hayom harat olam. Today  
is the birthday of the world.”  
Today Adam was created,  
and thus all of the people of  
the planet. “Hayom ya’amid bamishpat kol y’tzurey 
olamim. Today shall stand before You in judgment 
all the beings of the cosmos.” This holiday and Yom 
Kippur have special significance to Jews, but let’s 
also remember their universality. 

I hope that you will join me for all of the congrega-
tional singing throughout the High Holy Days. Keep 
alive our Jewish tradition of Prayer in Song. Lift up 
your voice! Join millions of Jews around the world. If 
you don’t read Hebrew, please refer to the trans-
literations booklet and the accompanying cross 
reference of machzor pages.  
 
(continued on page 6) 

 



Road Trip Memory 
by Owen Delman 
 
Sometimes, it’s those things that are  
unplanned which turn out to be the  
most memorable of all. 
 
In June, as a fiftieth anniversary celebration, Bette 
and I decided to visit locations important to our life 
together. One of these was St. Louis where we met in 
college and later, when married and, living across the 
Mississippi River, would frequent for Jewish comfort 
food since our little southern Illinois town couldn’t 
spell bagel. 
 
After a memory jogging tour of the university -- were 
we ever that young? and a drive by and picture of our 
first apartment building -- $75/month -- it was time for 
lunch. “Do you think we could find the deli?”, she 
asked. “We can have a picnic in the park.” There was 
no need to ask which deli Bette was asking about. 
Protzels had been our Jewish lifeline during our four 
year exile in Southern Illinois. We used to make the 
                                              forty mile roundtrip at  
                                              least twice a month for 
                                              infusions of Jewish  
                                              foods and friendly  
                                              parental pampering from 
                                              the kindly owners.  
 
                                              We always had our  
                                              daughter with us and  
                                              Mrs. Protzel watched 
Lisa grow for the first four years of her life until we left 
the midwest for California. That last meeting was 
bittersweet and there were a few tears. It was difficult 
to leave people who had shared the highs and lows 
of our life in twice monthly episodes.  
 
“I think I can find it” I semi-confidently said and thus 
began our search relying on sorta-familiar street 
names, buildings, and a strong urge to revisit a piece 
of our past. It took a while of circling, looking and 
rejecting. Then, Bette recognized something, “That’s 
it”, she exclaimed as I drove past “it”, executed a 
perfect and perfectly illegal u-turn and parked in the 
lot. 
 
Like most locations which have lived in memory for a 
long time, it was, of course, smaller, yet still familiar. 
And, when we opened the door, the scents of warm 
corned beef, kosher pickles, refrigerated smells of 
platters of potato salad, cole slaw, lox and various 
cheeses were as welcoming as ever.  
 
Though in the past we always had just purchased  
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foods to take home, there was now the option of a   
small restaurant section along one wall. We chose a 
small two person table near the back and ate our corned 
beef on rye and lox and bagel in silence and smiles -- 
letting forty-five year old memories be rejuvenated by the 
scents, sights, and sounds of the deli life around us. 
 
As I went up to the register  
to pay, I noted framed  
photographs aligned on a  
high shelf on the wall  
behind the counter -- deli  
platters, bar mitzvah cele- 
brations, grandchildren and 
-- then, Mr. and Mrs.  
Protzel. There they were, still smiling from behind the 
counter as they had forty-five years before. For a 
moment I was back in those days ordering two dozen 
bagels, challah, Jewish rye and a Bialy for me. Evelyn 
was handing us a “bagel for the baby” to gnaw on during 
our twenty mile ride back to Illinois. 
 
While handing the money to the cashier, I nodded to the 
photograph and mentioned I had dealt with them a long 
time before. He looked over his shoulder and while still 
looking at the photo said, “I miss them. Bob and Evelyn, 
my grandparents, they started the deli.” He turned toward 
me.  “They’re both gone now. My parents then took over 
and for the past few years my wife and I have been 
running the business.” 
 
I told him they were special people who were very kind to 
us when we were “in the wilderness.” He smiled, shook 
my hand, thanked me for my kind words and agreed they 
were well liked. We had never met before, but we both 
understood the meaning behind that deep sentiment. 
 
Of all the sights we visited on our trip, both new and from 
our past, that short visit to the deli had the most import. 
Seeing the slightly faded old photograph of that smiling 
couple looking down at us was a reminder it is the people 
we have had in our life which is most important to us -- 
not the places, not the sights. People. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Notes from our Cantor (continued) 

I am looking forward to davening again at Shir Ami for 
the High Holy Days, and I hope to greet each and every 
one of you. Melody, Joshua and his wife Julia, Jeffrey 
and his fiancée Sarah, Kenneth, Daniel, and my parents 
Milton and Frances join me in wishing all of you a year 
of peace, good health, joy, and harmony. 
 
L’Shanah Tovah uM’tukah, 
A joyous and sweet New Year, 
Cantor Roger Goodman 
 



 
In 1939 when the British severely limited Jewish 
immigration to Palestine and restrictions were placed 
on the rights of Jews to buy land from Arabs, Ben-
Gurion realized that there would be no compromise 
with the Arabs. He therefore changed his policy and 
prepared the yishuv (Jewish community) for eventual 
war. Meanwhile World War II began and Ben-Gurion 
encouraged Palestine's Jews to volunteer for the 
British Army. He famously told Jews to "support the 
British as if there is no White Paper and oppose the 
White Paper as if there is no war". About 10% of the 
Jewish population of Palestine volunteered for the 
British Army, including many women. At the same 
time he helped the illegal immigration of thousands of 
European Jewish refugees to Palestine. 
 
After the war illegal Jewish migration led to pressure 
on the British to either allow Jewish migration (as 
required by the League of Nations Mandate) or quit - 
they did the latter in 1948 on the heels of a United 
Nations resolution partitioning the territory between 
the Jews and Arabs. 
 
Having led the struggle to establish the State of 
Israel in May 1948, Ben-Gurion became Prime 
Minister and Defense Minister. During the first weeks 
of Israel's independence, he ordered all militias to be 
replaced by one national army, the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF). As Prime Minister, he oversaw the 
establishment of the state's institutions. He presided 
over various national projects aimed at the rapid 
development of the country and its population: 
“Operation Magic Carpet,” the airlift of Jews from 
Arab countries, the construction of the national water 
carrier, rural development projects and the 
establishment of new towns and cities.  In particular, 
he called for pioneering settlement in outlying areas, 
especially in the Negev. 
 
In late 1953, Ben-Gurion left the government and 
retired to Kibbutz Sde Boker in the Negev.  He 
returned to political life, after the Knesset elections in 
1955, assuming the post of Defense Minister and 
later again Prime Minister. He led the country during 
the 1956 Sinai campaign, in which Israeli forces 
temporarily secured the Sinai peninsula. 
 
In June 1963 Ben-Gurion resigned as Prime Minister, 
citing “personal reasons.”  Levi Eshkol took over the 
posts of Prime Minister and Defense Minister. But 
Ben-Gurion remained active politically, with a rivalry 
developing between him and Eshkol. In June 1970, 
Ben-Gurion retired from political life and returned to 
Sde Boker where he passed away in 1973. 
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Biography of the Month: David Ben-Gurion 
by Stan Schroeder 
 
I returned on June 26 from my trip to 
Israel with Stephen Wise Temple. You 
can read about my trip on page 8. One 
of the places we visited was Ben Gurion 
University of the Negev, named after  
him after his death in 1973. I am 
republishing his bio from the October 2008 Shir Notes. 
 
This year [2008] being the celebration of the 60th year 
of Israel’s independence, it is particularly appropriate 
to feature David (Gruen) Ben-Gurion who was born in 
Plonsk, Poland October 16, 1886. He was educated in 
a Hebrew school established by his father, a lawyer 
and a Zionist leader. By his mid-teens, David led a 
Zionist youth group, "Ezra," whose members spoke 
only Hebrew among themselves. 
 
At the age of 18 he became a teacher in a Warsaw 
Jewish school and joined the Socialist-Zionist group 
"Poalei Zion" (Workers of Zion). 
 
Arriving in the Land of Israel in 1906, he became 
involved in the creation of the first agricultural workers' 
commune (which evolved into the Kvutzah and finally 
the Kibbutz). His first job was picking oranges. He also 
helped establish the Jewish self-defense group, 
“Hashomer” (The Watchman). In 1912 he moved to 
Turkey to study law at Istanbul University and changed 
his name to Ben-Gurion. 
 
Following the outbreak of World War I he was 
deported by the Ottoman authorities. Ben-Gurion 
traveled on behalf of the Socialist-Zionist cause to 
New York, where he met and married Paula Monbesz, 
a fellow Poalei Zion activist. He returned to Israel in 
the uniform of the Jewish Legion, created as British 
Army unit by Zionist leader Vladimir Jabotinsky. 
 
Ben-Gurion was a founder of the trade unions. He 
dominated the national federation (Histadrut) from the 
early 1920’s. He also served as the Histadrut's 
representative in the World Zionist Organization and 
Jewish Agency, and was elected chairman of both 
organizations in 1935. 
 
During the 1936 –1939 Arab revolt in Palestine, Ben-
Gurion instigated a policy of restraint (Havlagah) in 
which the Haganah and other Jewish groups did not 
retaliate for Arab attacks against Jewish civilians, 
concentrating only on self-defense. In 1937, the Peel 
Commission recommended partitioning Palestine into 
Jewish and Arab areas and Ben-Gurion supported this 
policy. 
 
 
 



My Recent Trip to Israel 
by Stan Schroeder 
 
As many of my readers know, I am 
passionate about our Jewish State of 
Israel and visit almost every year. I returned home 
June 26  from a tour with Stephen Wise Temple. 
There were about 90 of us, including three rabbis: Eli 
Herscher (and his wife Bonnie),  Spike Anderson, 
and Yoshi Zweiback, and Cantor Nathan Lam and 
his wife Donna. The group was divided into three 
buses, each with a tour guide/educator from Keshet 
Travel, the tour coordinator.  
 
The founder and President of Keshet is  
Yitzhak Sokoloff. Yitzhak is a veteran  
tour guide, educator, and political ana- 
lyst. He lectured the group on issues of 
strategy and political culture in the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and contemporary challenges of Zionism. He 
also took the bus I was on on a tour of the rim around 
Jerusalem, pointing out the Jewish and Arab 
neighborhoods and the history and strategic 
relevance of the areas we passed. And he led a 
discussion Shabbat afternoon in an outdoor area of 
the Inbal Hotel where we stayed. 
 
There were two other lectures at  
our hotels. Friday, June 20,  
Khaled Abu Toameh, the Pale- 
stinian Affairs correspondent for the 
Jerusalem Post spoke about Can Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority Make Peace? Khaled is also a 
documentary filmmaker whose features and articles 
have been in many major TV networks, newspapers, 
and magazines. He started his career in journalism 
with Palestinian news services. 
 
Khaled told us there is no freedom of the press in the 
Palestinian media - they report only what the govern-
ment allows. As far as possible peace negotiations, 
there were currently no Palestinian government 
officials who are willing or able to make the necessary 
compromises for peace. The government is corrupt 
and the money given to it by various countries and 
organizations goes into politicians’ coffers. Until there 
is financial accountability and a culture that promotes 
peace instead of hate, negotiations are futile. 
 
Tuesday, June 24, Dr. Rachel Korazim  
spoke on the topic The Tale of Two  
Cities exploring contrasting Zionist rep- 
resentations of Jerusalem and Tel Aviv  
through the writings of Yehuda Amichai, 
Naomi Shemer, and others. Rachel 
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pointed out how Amechai, perhaps Israel’s most 
prominent poet whose books have been translated 
into 40 languages, expresses his Zionism through 
biblical references to the Land, its people, and its 
destiny. Amechai immmigrated with his family from 
Germany in 1935 at the age of 12. Although he 
wrote in Hebrew, the English translation contains 
much imagery that depicts his love of Israel and its 
society with its internal conflicts and its mythic past. 
 
We visited many interesting diverse  
places. Space limits what I can write 
in this article. After Dr. Korazim’s talk,  
we spent the day in Beersheba, the  
largest city in the Negev. Ben Gurion 
 University (BGU) of the Negev has  
its main campus in Beersheba,  
population about 200,000. Enrollment is currently 
around 19,000 students. Plans are underway to 
double the size of the campus and the enrollment. 
 
After a brief walking tour of the campus, we visited 
the Nanotechnology Center containing laboratories 
funded by the Henry and Anita Weiss family. 
Donna Weiss Lam is their daughter and is on the 
Board of the American fundraising organization for 
BGU. So, as you might imagine, we had royal treat-
ment throughout our tour. The Director of the 
Center explained the main projects which include 
nano-encapsulation of medication is specifically 
target affected cells and nano-circuitry layers for 
electronic circuit applications. 
 
From there we went to a conference room where 
we heard from the President of BGU, Professor 
Rivka Carmi. Rivka is a medical doctor who 
practiced and taught at the Soroka University 
Medical Center, home of the university’s two 
medical schools. She greeted us warmly and went 
on to thank the Weiss family and tell us how the 
BGU is fulfilling David Ben-Gurion’s goal of making 
the desert bloom and prosper. We then had a 
delicious buffet lunch in the BGU dining hall. 
 
After lunch we went to the old [poorer section] city 
of Beersheba where we visited the Ayalim Associa-
tion, founded in 2002 to bring young adults to live 
and volunteer in the toughest places in Israel to 
serve as its newest Pioneers. They establish 
student villages in the Negev and the Galilee where 
university students live and volunteer 500 hours per 
year working in poor neighborhoods. We heard 
from two students and went to the village where 
they live, a former brothel they remodeled. 
 
 
 
 
 



Farewell Donna Levine - May 31 Shabbat 
 
Editor’s note: This is the talk Donna Levine gave at 
the Shabbat service for which she sponsored a going-
away kiddush lunch.  
 
Donna is a former President of 
our congregation and hard- 
working member who has 
been a blessing to all of us. She 
moved to Texas for personal/ 
professional reasons. 
 
Shabbat shalom! 
 
I would like to start out by thanking Sheilah Hart, 
Esther Perez, and Laurie Orens for the hard work 
getting getting this extended kiddush together for 
today. I also appreciate all the time you put into it. 
 
I thank all of you for coming here today. It makes me 
feel so special and it’s great to see people here that I 
haven’t seen for a while and mean so much to me. 
 
I’ve lived in my home for 39 years, but the home 
that’s hardest for me to say good-bye to is this one, 
my spiritual home, Congregation Shir Ami. Shir Ami 
is headed by our beloved Rabbi and Rebbitzin and 
we couldn’t be in better hands. I’m so thankful to 
have met Rabbi at Howard’s mother’s funeral. He 
took me under his wing and let me know he was 
always available to help with my conversion. He 
became my sponsoring Rabbi. When I went to his 
home for what I called my “study sessions”, Bonnie 
would always greet me and make me feel comfort-
able in their home.  I am blessed to have you both in 
my life. I hadn’t been a member for too long when I 
joined my havurah. They’re a super group and we’ve 
had a lot of fun over the years. But the havurah is 
only a part of the whole picture. 
 
It’s everyone together, the whole package, that I’m 
going to miss so much. Everyone of you is important 
to me. Words aren’t enough to express the way I feel 
about my spiritual home. I’ve been made to feel 
welcome from my first service on. Even though I’m 
starting a new life in a new location, I’ll never forget 
any of you. I’m excited to be starting this new chapter 
of my life, but I’m heavy-hearted about leaving all of 
you. Congregation Shir Ami has a very special place 
in my heart and it always will. 
 
I’m grateful for all your kindness and your friendships 
that I’ve had over the last 14 years. I’ll never forget 
you. Thank you and Shabbat shalom! 
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We had a busy Shabbat schedule the last Shabbat in 
May (see Farewell Donna Levine in left hand 
column) and through June, our last month of services 
at Ramat Zion. June 7 Bette and Owen Delman cele-
brated their 50th anniversary with us and sponsored a 
lox and bagel kiddush lunch prepared by Clara 
Rosenbluth. June 14 we celebrated Stan 
Rosenbluth’s birthday with special goodies provided 
by Clara. June 21 we were the guests of Temple 
Ramat Zion at their kiddush lunch, acknowledging our 
two years sharing their Temple grounds. And finally, 
June 28 we held our last Shabbat service in Class-
rooms 7, 8, 9, followed by a kiddush lunch featuring 
tuna and egg salads prepared by Sheilah Hart. 
 
Our thanks go out to Clara and Sheilah, Esther 
Perez, Laurie Orens, Claire Silverman, Judy 
Eisikowitz, Donna Levine, Helga Unkeless, and 
Harvey Cohen for buying, preparing, setting up, 
serving, and cleaning up after our weekly Shabbat 
kiddush refreshments. And to Phyllis Schroeder and 
Jerry Gort for bringing hot coffee and Ozzie 
Strassner ice tea every week. Our Shabbat together-
ness is enhanced by their hard work and dedication. 
 
Also, thanks to Leon Nachenberg who helped me 
(actually it was more like I helped him) move our 
prayerbooks, display boards, and ritual supplies from 
Ramat Zion to our storage space at Valley Vineyard in 
his new van. 
 
Looking ahead, the second annual Valley Shabbat in 
the Park Friday, August 15, promises to be an 
enjoyable evening. Join your many Shir Ami friends 
and other Valley congregations for this community 
event. See flyer in this Shir Notes for details. 
 
Our Shabbat services at our new home at the New 
Community Jewish High School commence Saturday, 
September 6 at 10:30 am. Join us for our first 
Shabbat at the beautiful facility where Rabbi Vorspan 
spends his weekdays as Rabbi-in-residence. We are 
looking forward to this new era for Shir Ami. See the 
flyer with our Shabbat service schedule. 
 
And finally, the 5775 High Holy Day season begins 
Wednesday, September 24 at 8:00 pm with our 
Erev Rosh Hashanah service at the Valley Vineyard. 
Rabbi David Vorspan, Hazzan Roger Goodman,  
President Jordan Pistol, and our Shir Ami Board of 
Directors invite you to join our Shir Ami family. See 
flyer for full High Holy Day service schedule. 
 
Stan Schroeder, Ritual Vice President 
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Congregation Shir Ami Annual Walk Around Lake Balboa June 1 
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TREE OF LIFE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This beautiful Tree of Life, with leaves 
priced at $100 and rocks at $250 (one 
remaining), makes a perfect way to 
celebrate family occasions and support 
Congregation Shir Ami. 
 
The Tree is on a rosewood background 
and consists of gold-colored leaves and 
rocks. It is displayed at all Congregation 
Shir Ami services and events. 
 
For more information or to place an order, 
call Sherry Dollins at (818) 886-7590. 
 

Congregation Shir Ami Memorial Board 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to honor the memory of your 
loved ones by dedicating plaques on our new 
Memorial Board, please call Clara Rosenbluth 
at (818) 348-1498 so she may mail you an 
order form. The cost of each plaque is $36. 
 
Each plaque may contain up to three lines of 
engraving: English name, Hebrew name, and 
the years of birth and death. Both of our 
Memorial Boards are displayed at all our 
services. 



Shop at Ralphs - Earn Money for Shir Ami 
by Maralyn Soifer 
 
Here is an easy way to earn 
money for our Temple. We  
are now officially a Ralphs’ community agency. All 
you have to do is follow these simple instructions to 
help earn money for Congregation Shir Ami. 
 
1.   If you don’t have a Ralph’s rewards card already, 

go to the store or go to website www.ralphs.com 
and select Order a Ralphs reward card. 

2.   Once you have your card, go to the website: 
www.ralphs.com and select Create an account 

3.   If you have an account, your email address is your 
account ID. If you forgot your password, select  
Forgot your password?  and you will receive an 
email with instructions to reset it. Follow the 
instructions to enter your email address and 
create a new password. 

4.   If you already have a Ralph’s reward card and an 
account, you will see Account Summary when you 
login. You can change to our Temple by clicking 
on Edit within Community Rewards.  

 

Congregation Shir Ami 
P.O. Box 6353 
Woodland Hills, CA 91365 
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      You can do a search for Congregation Shir Ami 
by putting in the number 92785.  Our congrega-
tion will pop up and click on the button next to 
the name. Click on the button that saves the 
changes.   

5.   You should also check the bottom of your 
receipt when you shop. It should say “At your 
request, Ralph’s is donating to 
CONGREGATION SHIR AMI”. 

6.   If all else fails, call me in the evening at (818) 
704-0306. I’ll be happy to walk you through it. 

7.   Start Shopping! 
 
Make sure that the clerk swipes your card each 
time you shop. Verify that your receipt shows a 
contribution to Congregation Shir Ami at the 
bottom.  
 
Important Note: All participants must confirm 
their selection annually starting in September. 
On or after September 1, sign into your account 
and reconfirm Community Rewards selection. 
 



High Holiday Food Drive
September 24th – October 4th

29 Elul 5774 – 10 Tishrei 5775

Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles { SOVA depends on your donations to meet the ongoing hunger 
crisis in our community.  Donations directly benefit the nearly 12,000 people who visit our three 
pantries each month – people of all ages, races and religions.  Please be as generous as you can be – 
the need has never been greater.   Listed below are our greatest needs.  

We also welcome other non-perishable foods, personal hygiene items and children’s books including:

For more information, please visit www.jfsla.org/SOVA 
Or call Kathi Dawidowicz at (818) 988-7682 ext. 120.

Dry Beans
Dry Pasta
Dry Milk

100% Juice
Oatmeal

Tomato Sauce
Canned Beans

Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Canned Pasta

Cooking Oil
Kosher Foods
Diapers/Wipes

Soap
Shampoo/Conditioner

Razors
Deodorant

Lotion
Toothpaste

Toothbrushes

Canned Tuna/Fish
Canned Meats

(beef stew, chili w/meat, chicken etc.)

Canned or Dry Soup
Whole Grain Cereal

Peanut Butter
Rice

Please avoid expired, opened or perishable foods.



Congregation Shir Ami invites you to attend its annual 
 

BBQ AND BARCHU 
& 

WHITE SHABBAT 
 

Friday, September 12 
 

DINNER AT 6:45 
FOLLOWED BY KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES at 8:00 

 
(Held at Temple Ramat Zion, Northridge) 

 
Please join us for this special evening. We will share a delicious catered barbecued 

chicken dinner with all the fixin’s (by Hovav, TRZ’s caterer) and then participate in 
outdoor Shabbat services led by Rabbi Vorspan. We encourage you to dress in white 
clothing to help Rabbi Vorspan remember his summer camp Shabbat experiences.  

This program has been a favorite of the congregation for over 14 years! 
 

Dinner: $27 person             Sponsor: $35 per person               
 

The deadline for dinner reservations is Monday, September 8th  
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------Tear Off-----------------------------------------------------
- 
 

Please return this reservation form with your check by September 8th to 
Congregation Shir Ami – BBQ and Barchu 

P.O. Box 6353 
Woodland Hills, CA 91365 

 
Name_________________________________Phone No._______________________ 

 
No. of adults @ $27_______________    No. of adult sponsors @ $35_____________ 

 
Total enclosed $______________________ 



 
Congregation Shir Ami 

 
Schedule of High Holy Days Services 

5775/2014 
 

Rabbi David E. Vorspan 
Hazzan Roger Goodman 

 
All Services will be held at 

The Vineyard 
6642 Reseda Blvd. 

Reseda 
 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Wednesday, September 24th 

8:00 pm 
 

Rosh Hashanah 1st Day 
Thursday, September 25th 

9:00 am 
 

Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day Contemporary Service 
Friday, September 26th 

10:00 am 
 

Kol Nidre 
         Friday, October 3rd     

6:45 pm 
 

Yom Kippur 
              Saturday, October 4th 

10:00 am 
   Yizkor approximately 12:45 pm 

Blessing of Children approximately 7:15 pm 
 
 

www.shirami.com 
 
 

David Vorspan 
Rabbi 

Roger Goodman 
Hazzan 

Jordan Pistol 
President 



Congregation Shir Ami Schedule of Shabbat Services 2014 
Conducted by Rabbi David Vorspan at  

New Community Jewish High School, 22622 Vanowen St., West Hills 
Services held in library near the front entrance 

 
Friday 8:00 pm, Saturday 10:30 am (unless otherwise noted) 

 
September 2014  
Saturday, September 6 -  Birthday 
Friday, September 12 - BBQ and Barchu at Temple Ramat Zion 
  Dinner at 6:45 pm, Service Under the Stars following dinner 
Saturday, September 20 - Anniversary 
 

October 2014  
Saturday, October 18 - Birthday 
Saturday, October 25 - Anniversary 
 

November 2014  
Saturday, November 1 - Birthday 
Saturday, November 15 - Anniversary 
 

December 2014  
Saturday, December 6 - Birthday 
Saturday, December 20 - Anniversary 
 
 

David Vorspan 
Rabbi 

Jordan Pistol 
President 

If you would like more information about our congregation please visit our 
website at www.shirami.com 

 





Our Social Action 
Committee will once 
again organize our 
congregation to fill 
school backpacks for 
the School on Wheels 
program. 
 

Congregation Shir Ami Mitzvah Day 
Sunday, November 2 at 9:00 AM sharp 

Temple Judea Social Hall 
5429 Lindley Ave., Tarzana 

 

Every week, hundreds of School on Wheels’ volunteer tutors give hope, educational assistance 
and support to the thousands of homeless children living in Southern California. 
 
School on Wheels provides one-on-one tutoring for homeless kids who live in shelters, motels, 
group foster homes and on the streets. In addition to weekly tutoring and mentoring, every 
student receives a backpack, school supplies, and uniforms; students get assistance enrolling in 
school and with locating and filing school records; and each student receives a toll-free phone 
number for around-the-clock School on Wheels’ support. 
 
They do all this with no government funding. They survive through the donations of people like 
you who believe as we do that every child has potential and every volunteer makes a difference. 
 

Other Mitzvah projects will be available to those who must sit down. 
Please bring non-breakable/non-perishable food for the SOVA food drive.  
For further information call Mike Easley at (818) 625-4281 or Leon 
Nachenberg at (818) 885-6736 . 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Name: ________________________________ Mail this tear-off to sign 
Phone No. ____________                                  up for Mitzvah Day 2014 
Number of backpacks @ $15 each:  _________ 
Other donation:      $18       $36       $54       $72       $108       $216 
I will attend: YES        NO        Number of people attending: _________ 
Checks must be payable to Congregation Shir Ami (put Mitzvah Day in 
the memo) and mailed to P.O. Box 6353          Community Service School 
Woodland Hills, CA 91365                                credit for students 
                 
 


